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first European traveller to traverse Indus Kohistan gives (Stein 
1942) geographical and historical information only. In that area, 
I partly followed his footsteps, and partly had the rare pleasure 
of being the first European to visit some valleys. From Swat Kohi- 
stan — more readilly accessible and frequently visited by Westerners 
— ethnographic accounts are limited to Biddulph (1880) and осса- 
sional comments by Stein (1928, 1929). . 

My information was collected through formal interviews and in- 
formal conversations with a number of individuals in each area — 
predominantly locals, bur also, where their administrative experience 
was particularly relevant, with the appointed officers of Swat State, 
In the brief time at my disposal, it was not always possible to control 
the information given — the following must thus be regarded as 
preliminary, to be superseded in the event of intensive field work in 
the агса, Almost all information was collected directly from speakers 
of Pashto, the lingua franca of the area. Only in Patan was the gene- 
ral knowledge of this language limited enough to cause some incon- 
venience, and necessitate the use of an interpreter in one or two 
cases. My own knowledge of Pashto was at the time fair; but to 
eliminate all posibility of misunderstanding during the rapid col- 
lecting of material from a totally unfamiliar culture, [ was assisted 
by Aurangzeb of Parona, at present a student of Peshawar Univer- 
sity and a fluent English speaker. 

My thanks go first of all to Н. В. Н. the Wali of Swat for 
offering me all facilities on. this trip, and to His Chief Secretary, 
Ata Ullah Khan, for helping me in my preparations. Further, my 
thanks are due to all che Май” appointed administrators, and among 
them most particularly to the Hakim Sahib of Patan, who invari- 
ably received me with the most gracious hospitality. In spite of the 
efforts of the Wali and his officials, however, travel through these 
areas must necessarily involve one in considerable discomforts and 
hardships; and I am indepted to Aurangzeb of Parona and Kash- 
mali, my servant, for their patient struggles in what they regarded 
as the most terrible of countries. For my own part, the magnificence 
of nature and glimpses into an extraordinary culture offered ample 
compensations for such discomforts as were inevitable. a 
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INTRODUCTION 


AREA: 

Swat and Indus Kohistan constitutes a broken and wild mountain 
area drained by the headwaters and upper tributaries of the Swat 
river, and divided by the Indus river from the great bend, where 
it turns from flowing north-westward and passes southward through 
а deep gorge, to where the mountains start receeding from its banks 
as it enters Buner. These mountains are deeply cut by a number of 
short valleys, carrying tributary streams t Indus and Swat 
rivers. The Indus drainage area is characterized by the greatest 
extremes in relief, from mountain peaks of 18--19 000 ft. to the 
bottom of the Indus gorge, at less than 3000 ft. altitude, and Бу 
valleys where sheer rock faces rise unbroken for several thousand 
feet. The valey bottom in Swat Kohistan descends from perhaps 
8000 ft. altitude near the headwaters to 4000 ft. where it emerges 
from its gorge Bahrein, the southernmost Swat Kohistani village. 
Thus, though surrounded by mountains of equal height to those of 
Indus Kohistan, the relief is somewhat more moderate, and the valley 
is characterized in its upper parts by a broader, more U-shaped 
profile. 

Kohistan is also characterized by extremes in temperature — from 
Permanent snow and ice in the mountains and high passes to sum- 
mer temperatures of 110° F. by the Indus, and with daily fluctu- 
ations in the high valleys in July—August from mid-day tempera- 
tures of near 100° F. to night frost. Precipitation is moderate, and 
falls mainly in the winter, as snow. The area lies on the very edge, 
with Northern Indus Kohistan entirely outside, of the monsoon 
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section of the valley belonging to the Torwalis, finally reaching 


Bahrein, the southernmost Torwali village, and the northernmost 
point which is reached by motor communications. 


METHOD OF TRAVEL: 


As much of this route was impassable for donkeys, coolies were 
required for all transport. This area being deficient in food, sup- 
plies, (rice, flour, Sugar, tea) for the group were carried. Coolies 
were changed between each district I passed through, and thei 
number was reduced as the supplies were consumed — from four 
at the start to one on arrival in Bahrein. The administration kind] 
furnished us with an armed guard; of equipment, short of food, 
weapons, and purely personal effects, warm bedding as protection 
against the very low night temperatures was the only necessity. 

The, in part, rather forced marches of the schedule would not 
have been possible to maintain in continuous travel. "The days spent 
in communities at interviewing served, however, as rest periods, and 
enabled us to travel more swiftly when on march. Thanks to the 
friendliness of both Pathans and Kohistanis when one meets them 
on the road as fellow travellers, even the days of travel were not 
lost to anthropology. Some of my most useful asistance in grasping 
Kohistani political and social institutions was given by fellow travel 
lers, coolies, and guards during the strenuous hours of companionship 
Оп à narrow or non-existant foot-path. 


KOHISTEI 


JAME: Kohistani or Kohisti. 

esf is a general term in the Pashto language for the non- 
Pathan inhabitants of outlying, mountainous areas, For the group 
in question I was however unable to discover any other name. The 
term Mayan or Mayr, applied to the inhabitants by Biddulph (1880) 
and the Linguistic Survey of India, did not seem locally familiar. 
Similarly, the name Killiwal, occasionally given to them (e. в. Нау 
1934) is not a proper ethnic name, meaning merely villager, i e 
in contrast to nomads and strangers. All informants insisted that 
Kohistani, in their own language Kohistei, was the proper name of 
the group. Alternatively, the name of the district is used ы an 
ethnic appellation, е. в. Duberwal, Patanwal — that is man from 
Duber, Patan. 


MATERIAL CULTURE 

Houses are constructed from wood and rock. The walls ше made 
mainly of rock with occasional horisontal beams embedded in the 
rubble. A flat roof — plastered with mud in the winter dwellings, 
made only as а latticework of branches and twigs, with the leaves 
on them, in the summer camp sites — is supported by the upright 
walls and by one or several transverse beams; the beams are aum 
ported by pillars, Such pillars are generally carved, in the case о 
mosques, very elaborately. 

Clothing: The fashion is rapidly changing in favor of Pathan 
style. The traditional dress for men consists of (1) a woolen blan- 
ket, carried over the shoulder or wrapped around the body and arms 
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reason у — 100 impressed by the difficulties of E through 
this nearly impassable area to even mention the local inhabitant: 
According both to Kohistsi and Pathan tradition, the population 
remained pagan in religion till fairly recently, some 6--10 gene. 
tations ago, when they were forcibly converted by Pathan zealots 
led by the holy leaders Akhund Sidiq Babs, Mian Baqi Bibi, and 
Mian Babi (by Pathan gencologies, based on written evidenci 8 
generations removed). Politically, the area remained independent 
after conversion, 
The Yusufzai State of Swat, which was founded in trib 
between 1919 and 1226, has recently 
the whole of Aba Sind province, completing this annexation in 
1940. Before this, no centralized administration for the area existed 
in recent times, though a certain local Chief, Abdus Samad, was able 
by intriguing with the competing states of Swat and Amb, and 
receiving subsidies from both, to gain control of th 
the west bank of Indus, including the communities of Варпкби, | 
Lahér, Bishám Shang, and Kerrei (Karorra valley). The annexation 
by Swat was fairly bloodless and the recent period of administration 
peaceful; this has enabled the Swat Governement to lay telephone 
lines to their military posts and to some extent improve communi- 
cations, Sir Aurel Stein was thus able, as the first European, to | 
visit the area in 1941 (Stein 1942). There do not seem to have 
been any other European travellers in the province. 


al territory $ 
extended its control to include 4 


е lower part of 


SUBSISTENCE AND ECONOMY 
The economy is mixed, based on agriculture as well as livestock, 
AGRICULTURE: 


Staple crops are maize, wheat, barley, and rice; maize is by far 
the most important. The area lies on the very edge of the monsoon 
belt, Kandia valley entirely outside it, so rainfall in the summer is 
at best very slight and erratic. All crops consequently require arti- 
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igati i ied in plenty by the streams carrying 
Есі, pees Маош саре Hak high mountains. Ie 
аар in irrigation channels to the fields, at times for consi- 
f ко are up to one mile or more. In the Kandia mountains, 
is ліса] pasture areas are produced by damming and deflec- 
е 5 courses of the small streams. The irrigation channels are 
Баз 1 ес ly dug into the hillside and embanked with rock and 
a i fot m faces prove difficult to negotiate, the water is 
etis wooden ducts, suspended from the cliff or supported 
cal 


low by long poles. 4 
ETUR is terraced, both because of the excessive 


angle of the slope and so as to facilitate irrigation. The кт wal 
frequently higher than the plot of land is wide. Teil is іш: 
zb nearly vertical, built of unworked but vell {те ы 
Most of the terrace construction was completed in pagan b 
i а tion. 
ол: ERE by bullocks; the plow is of the same type 
as found in Swat — it is made of wood «he es in св 
section and shod with iron. Harvest... syues were ps Я 
to be like those of Swat — і. е. with use of saw -toothed бс x an 
threshing by the oxen trampling tbe piled rice or унг in t я 
от maize, threshing by beating the cobs with roun 2 саз se = 
Rice fields are found in the very lowest parts o the v Am 
probably no higher than 3000 feet above sea level. А де ER Ad 
in the higher fields, in a belt extending up, perhaps, to 
cadem of the fields is maintained by manuring. 


K: Р 

NUS animals are buffalo зат, САС e 
donkeys, and mules. Of these, the Бы зы: iun zk pro y 
though cow's and goat’s milk are also used. Sheep ап frm xU 
utilized mainly for their meat and wool. Охеп, cows, ан ie 
nally other animals are used for plowing and eren cken e 
not commonly kept. Mules and donkeys are used for transport, 
where the terrain permits. 
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of productivity. It also has the advantage of simplifying the com. 
bination of the agricultural and herding activities. In the period 
while the crop is in the fields, the herds, and with them most of 
the necessary daily work and majority of the population, are found 
up in the mountains, and no problem of fencing of fields or careful 
herding of the animals arises. The pastures that are found on the 
same altitude as the fields can, however, be utilized in the periods 
of seeding and harvesting respectively — which is also when a се 
tain amount of animal labor for agriculture is required. 

There is no separate terminology for this series of different settl 
ments, and no fixed number of them — while one family or group 
may chose to camp in a series of as much 25 five different places 
in one year, it may be more practical for others, or in other years, not 
to utilize the highest pastures, reducing the series to three, The hab 
tation sites all have proper names, but are uniformly known as 
bánddas. Subcategories of them may be indicated by naming еі 
season in which they are inhabited, e. g. pashakd! bándda — mon. | 
soon camps, or by the local valley etc. in which a group of ed 

| 
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4 


= 


may be siruated. 


GRAZING AND HERDING: 


The different bandas and areas owned collectively by kinship 
groups; individuals belonging to the group may freely graze any 
number of animals in the area, or they may individually decide 
not to utilize the area at all thar year, and no compensation is paid 
one way or the other, The whole group may however decide to 
sublet their area for one or several years, in which case a rent is 
charged, which is subdivided within the group. 

Around any one camp site, the territory is divided into two cate- 
gories: that particularly well suited to buffalo, in one direction 
from the houses, and the more precipitous parts, in the other direc- 
tion, for cattle, sheep and goats. The latter are driven off in the 
morning in the appropriate direction, and permitted to wander abour 
unattended till evening. The buffalo, on the other hand, are herded 
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i i is divided between the 
h the day. This herding duty is divi 
А so that they are responsible for the herd by 
Ee each one day for every buffalo they own. 


DAIRYING: 
Techniques and equipment for handling milk and m eder 
are very simple. The buffalo is the main source of zilk, pecen 
milking it squats on the ground and milks into 2 smal кра a 
pottery, iron, or tin. The milk is then poured A 
і ing in size up to as much as, г Ж h 
Aseo [uS ic Eee mástó = milk tourned sour ane 
p in texture, a type of yogourt. In this state it UE 
the staples of the diet. Burter is produced by rotating елші aded, 
propeller-like implement in the soured m k — preferably En 
somewhat smaller container. The butter produced is ae ly 
purified to ghee by repeated melting and skimming. бас i ari- 
fied burter, as well as being a basic ingredient in d Жо ms 
cooking, is also the main produce available for marketing. 148 
stored іл goat-hiders ог old E е a салақ are periodi. 
Y wn to Swat or Allai for sa р қ 
UI E milk, a simple form of Cum diez is eH 
produced by pressing in a piece of cloth. The sour milk Ет тарре 
іп the cloth, placed in a slightly tilted, large and Пас on El par 
and weighthed down with a large, smooth rock. Most of the ie y 
is thus driven our, while the cheese substance remains; it is then 


promptly eaten, in its fresh state, 


HUNTING AND GATHERING: 

roduced by agricultural and pastoral pursuits 15 to some 
Er [ur eer er НЕЕ of wild plants, and by ime) 
All ages and both sexes contribute to the gathering activities, E 
the collecting of mushrooms in the appropriate seasons, an а 
through the summer collecting of young bracken sprouts, to 
boiled as 2 kind of vegetable. р 
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All these different craftsman families are considered Pathan in 
origin, and most of them speak Pashto as their home language, even 
after innumerable generations of local residence. They form separate 
lineages of fair depth (a geneology of eight generations was col- 
lected) but limited span. The practitioners of each craft are regarded 
as forming ideally endogamous groups; the farmer population never 
gives women in marriage to them. Theoretically, they may acquire } 
land and become farmers, but whether this is a practical possibility 
is doubtful. The craftsmen have no voice in the village counci 
The relation between the blacksmith and the farmers is the only | 
one that appears to be standardized in the area, Each smith (or } 
rather, smith household, where father and son, or two brothers 
Work together) is responsible for a particular territory, i. e. section 
of the farming community; he repairs the standard agriculcural | 
equipment of his whole section and receives a set compensation, 7 
computed pr. bullock pair, that is, pr. working plow, of 10 seers 
maize and § seers wheat pr. year. (a seer is somewhat more than 
two pounds). For extra jobs he is paid in clarified butter, The 
barber of Patan receives 8 Ibs grain/family member /year. 


MIANS: 


In Seo and Patan there ís also a small settlement of Mians, i. e. 
persons of saintly family. They are the descendants of Mian Bábi, 
who was instrumental in converting the area to Islam, and are $ 
Pashto-speaking. They have been given land and become local $ 
farmers, but occupy a special status because of their religious and 
magical status, and due to the caste barrier they maintain towards 
all other groups. A special relationship is also maintained between 
Patan and the descendants of Akhund Bibi, who also figured 
prominently in the history of conversion. His descendants live main- 
ly in che Pathan village of Kibulgrám, 40 miles lower down the 
Indus. They have the right to collect two pounds of clarified butter 


pr. household pr. year, in thankful remembrance of his zeal in Islam- 
izing Kohistan. 
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TRADE: 

The Kohistani communities depend on a certain amount of trade 
го secure some essential products, mainly salt, iron, and some textiles, 
as well as various luxury items (Such a standard trade item as fea 
has not yet penetrated to Kohistan, and only reached the neighboring 
Pathan areas some 30 years ago). Much of this trade is carried on 
by the Kohistani farmers themselves, trudging for many days over + 
the high passes and along the foaming Indus to sell, buy, or barter 
in the bazars of Swat. The nearest bazar is in Karórra at the termina- 
tion of the motorable road from Mingóra. This bazar counts 50—60 
booihs — but most Kohistanis who make the trip prefer to continue 
on to the main bazar of Mingóra. 

A fair amount of goods is also carried on the newly constructed 
track along the Indus up to Seo, by the mule caravans of Pathan 
traders of the Páráchá caste. 

Most of the trade is financed by the sale of clarified butter, or 
by the profits gained on carrying spices from Tangir (N. of Kandia) 
to the bazar. Occasionally, though unwillingly, Kohistanis also seek 
work in the richer areas of Swat and return wath their profits in 
the form of goods. Some money may also be brought into the 
area by the few individuals who have sought work in the admini- 
stered areas of Pakistan. 


WEALTH: 


These varous activities and the pattern of division of labor pro- 
duce fair differences in wealth within the local community. Thus 
in Duber, the richest man owns enough land to employ 8—10 
tenants. In the community of Patan, six or eight individuals are 
wealthy enough to have lands employing 3—4 tenants; such persons 
were estimated to own some §0 sheep, 20 cattle, and 10 buffalo, 
while the average pr. household was estimated as ranging around 
3—4 buffalo, В cows and oxen, and maybe 20 sheep and goats. 
The basis for the difference in size of maximal land holdings in 
Duber and Patan are discussed below, p. 


27 


BZ 
62 


+-тәцә8 ut зэцәшгәлЗЕ Surmoys pur ‘50013212038 ps se yonu se Furma 
-u09 ‘suey enm рит пеңӛру wo (0561 EEE EERE RY stare 
3440948124 ur РӘ13ә[[02 ue»q элЕЦ 59190[с2и28 зә®по[| usAq 5101525 
тие Sutpussse yo suonezauaS zy jo seureu әцз otisumnuus oi əjqe 


791 SHD UT 55191545 aS raum вену (ur Punoy Ápensn попе 
7005 pur Kiurepngor 241 Jo duou moys 5121*05 [ез!ЗогеәпәЗ up 
"АшеЗор 
WNP тор e3U210521d [езәџәЗ р enuos 741 UO st 21943 isnouregoy; 
7082 эле sdnoiZ 25541 aeui peziseqdurs 94 1 391 Роу ој 5349ы 
элїеп]зхә put Рәшҙәр yim sdnoiS Резо] uno wan jo зор 
“iuautSas 941 JO 101522ur porde 942 Jo sorry aq 1594 АПешәпәЗ pur 
“әу рәүез are *цозт1цәш3ә$. 20 [әлә] рәжтибозәг Aue tro ‘saeou 
IYI, ‘лэзлецо [2218022493 xajduioo в yim soSeourr [roummed Arey 


Сәу oysey pur 241026} 
wonriu2u1255 jo шізізей u; рые (ІРІ 424226 pur [oq зәрз) чәр Epson i 
рта Surmoys ‘сок тезяцоу ріп sdnoi8 [кә [0@Ф Jofeus yo 4SoJrousr) rg 21131] 


шим 262855 зо ләдшпи p лит papratpqns sr uonvindod leasiyoy aur 
аирром *SdNOYD INFOSAT 
unyay 
nfo} 
B z ni прос "saouetITE [euonoey jo Uned 
ио! N | Axesodurazu05 əya pur ‘suorouny uontziuEsIo 221204 эц: Чл 
шамәП 45459407 : 3444) zh М 
| 1 Ur әрош әці SutisaSSns [еш 210329 ‘dryszaumo Pury pur uonrz 
mioa HV ANS 102820 penon 243 Оз snp awpa зәр put "suain; [Ео!8о[гәцә# 
а] Бала 
0 


Tayı qua 29412801 ‘лиш 21242 pur sdno:g 3U32s9p ati әш 
ass Heys il ‘Surmorjoy yy uy “feo eutayqord Эзоўәләцз st uontzrueg10 
Tt2nod yo Sormiroy меш ay) jo uondissap pur &xaoasip 242 yog 
"P24[osa1un aq оз saradde uonr[arra;ur 182180] arya ang Зяхо enayma 
лиәәрир mL “pezistydusa 100 эле suondo5xa 35241 ‘эриезыэцит рат 
зчәззәр yo әзоці 12848] ase Pury 01 521811 рир Stdno;g 39 sidasug 
qi 92115 ing -dryssaumo-o9 5921189] Даг ur aourtife [гого am 
9265 *рәЧорәләр 29 рәәи drysury 1590115} ou “тә yons up uas 


Мр на e 
Y Y den = 


| 
(Панымунызе) ÜI3SHNOHSVM) (тзняызаз) SES 


10495 i 94503 J9p3 7 


nz ris 


{рә}онш!в5б) jug nnz 
1оямув) i ее 
i yang nkeug yinni 
Bu I o 


10004 922359 Чцєрчәшў Surpurss SE yons ‘эха dtysury-uon Арпа т 
(i THO) upbbb 30 suonripyre ]tonqod soz 21193112 pur “піз РЮЧ sézaqe 10u ѕгор 
ity, SS eee $ ‘211120145 [22409 Stnssnasip usya diysury jo шорт aq asn 


wnbnz Өз Аопаршәҙ e sr Эләцз {по ү 79203p159102 «пін pue-£1o1r113;7y jo 


Чгцяләттлхо. пбшшозә pur foouerje monnyod Suryiom в Fiuaosap 15112) 
THO uww sary Aq Рәшҙәр әле suorstarpqns pue з4по:8 [топор 


Sta JULULIOFUT auo snqa tyidop S[q*1»pisuoo jo әле 53189215 EL 
"dno:8 342 jo uonra1us85s 941 10} autorus [211321435 ou ә 
uos Afuo sty 01 sary е Sunoauuos Sy] әзкләшпиә Apuanbasy eu 
'seSopesuag — 12211919 pue — quay 243 оз arpruns asou әле Áo a 


о = 


logies from widely separated places up towards the 30th generations. 
They are all based on purely oral traditions. 

Eastern group: The people of the Patan area — speakers of the 
eastern dialect of Коһізгәі — disclaim any relationship with their 
neighbors in Duber-Kandia, and trace their origin from a pre- 
Moslem Arab king named Zukum. On the other hand, the Tor- 
ХҮІ of the Swat valley are regarded as related, as they are descen- 
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Figure 3.: Genealogy of major political groups іп W. Kohistai area, and pattern of 
internal segmentation of Mullah khel. 


ded from a younger son of Zukum. This linkage between the two 
peoples was also alleged by the Torwilis. Evidently some such 
relationship was also indicated to Biddulph (1880, p. 69). Their 
Arab descent gives them a claim to prestige in relation to the other 
Kohistai, who are only Ajam, i. e. non-Arab Moslem. A discussion 3 
of some of the mythological history connected with the genealogy 
is given in Appendix П. Suffice it to say that conversion to Islam 
supposedly took place at the point of most significant segmentation, 
i е. in the lifetime of the apical ancestors of the main localized 
lineages (Eder khél, Kasho khél, егс.). 
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Western group: This is also the case for the western group іл 
Duber-Kandia: conversion took place at the time of Baba Ji, Sharrni, 
and Kandi. These genealogies, however, lack the unifying super- 
structure of the eastern genealogy, and the several apical ancestors 
remain unconnected. Some type of relationship was agreed to exist 
between Shárrni and Kandi, the last king of the area, but no one 
could give particulars. Similarly, Ddádd is supposed to have been 
the sister’s son of Kandi, but no one was able to give any informa- 
tion on his father’s name or origin. The genealogies given were 
claimed to exhaust the available historical information, and no one 
felt any ambarassment about their unresolved features. 

Segmentation: The major descent groups are internally segmen- 
ted; е. а. Kashé khél into two subdivisions, each of which is again 
subdivided into three, which in turn consist of several households. 
Such segments, down to the household level, retain considerable 
political autonomy. Indeed, it might be more appropriate to regard 


the households as autonomous units, which form -'Fances — fre- 
quently, but not exclusively — along the lines lineal af- 
filiation. 


The household generally consists of no more than an elementary 
family of father, mother, and their unmarried or mewly married 
children, but may occasionally include closely related individuals, 
or even maintain its unity as a small extended family. 


LAND OWNERSHIP: 


The system of land ownership has been changing rapidly in the 
Kohistan area, and for an understanding of the present relations 
berween lineages and territories it is necessary to consider these chan- 
Bes. The outstanding feature of the system was the practice of 
periodic re-allotment of land — a system also found among the 
Pathans of the Swat valley — which persisted to some degree till 
it was banned by the Wali of Swat іп 1948, and permanent settle- 
ment was enforced. 

The system of re-allotment: The principle on which this system 
is based is quite simple, and occurs also among other Indo-European 
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fraction б. land. At the time of enforced permanent allotment 
only limited fields remained in Ránóli 


і, попе in Duber. All the 
mountain pastures are still, however, held in common and re-allotted 


every twenty years, and in the case of income from it, such as rent 
paid by nomads for grazing or timber merchants for logging tights, 
the share of each family is computed on the basis of the number of 
family members. 

The community of Patan has no traditio: 
tory with any other group. There is, 
land of the Patan area was held in common by its citizens in the 
past and periodically re-allotred, but permanent division was made 
for progressively larger and larger areas as time passed, and ar the 
time of enforced settlement, only a fraction of the lands remained as 
common holdings. The mountain Pastures, however, are still held 
on temporary basis. 

Taking the structural implications of the pattern of land owner- 
ship — now largely discontinued — into account, one can better 
understand how the discrepancies between territorial 
and lineage groups can come abour, although the id 
and lineage continues to apply in the political field. 
be possible to outline the territorial units and descri 
cal organization. 


craftsmen 
weavers blacksmiths, 
blacksmiths carpenters 
potters barbers 
blacksmiths, weavers 


carpenters 
blacksmiths 
blacksmichs 
blacksmiths 


ns of sharing a larger terri- 
however, agreement that all the 


Jag Pathans 
Kashmir К. 


Kashmir К. 
Gujars 


ata rod 


political units 
liom of kinship 
It should now 
be their politi- 


Kamundsu K. Biju K. 
Gótár К. 5сга К. 
Tandi К. Jacnal К. 
Gotar К. Scral К. 
Tandi K. Jarnol К. 
Nilo К. Pakra К. 
Sugo K. Demo K. 


TERRITORIES: 


RESIDENT LINEAGES AND CASTES 


landowners = 
tenants 
? 


Hamlets, Wards: Where one finds concentrated winter villages, 
these are divided into separate wards, each inhabited by a major 
lineage group. In the areas of scattered settlement, smaller lineage 
segments with their immediare dependents and political allies tend 
to cluster in hamlets or districts, For example, in Patan, the Kasho 
Khel has its separate ward in the winter village, while each mountain 
camping place is exclusively allotted to one or two of its component 
six segments. The subterritories have clearly defined borders and 
correspond roughly in size or economic value, since they were — or, 
in the case of mountain pasture areas, still are — the territorial units 
in the system of temporary allotment. 


kin К. (in which assi- 
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Western dialect group: 
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in Duber thus meet in a common council of ideally 20 members, 
which has the power to make decisions. The members are thus nor 
elected and delegated; they refer to qualifications of descent sad | 
seniority, and thus recognize differences in status between them- 
selves. Only persons who own land sit in the council. While the | 
councils of Patan are colleges of equals, speaking for groups, Фе) 
councils of the Duber-Kandiá area councils of the elite, speaking | 
for themselves, and their followers. Considering the role of these 
councils in allotting land to lineage segments and individuals, it is 
only то be expected that the emphasis on senior lines is correlated 
with considerable differences in wealth. Thus, the senior leader of 
the Mullah khel in Duber has 10 tenants, while the richest members 
of the Patan community have land for no more than 3—4 tenants. 

Members of the central council are called zé/an. The council has 
no fixed meeting-place, though a conveniently located mosque is 
frequently chosen. 


м tmu 


RELIGIOUS LEADERS: 


The mullahs constitute a status group that has a somewhat in- 
congruous political position. Essentially, they are moslem epriests> 
— persons who have, through studies and dedication, achieved a 
knowledge of theology and ritual, and have been formally invested 
and given a diploma by an older mullah. Such mullahs, and their 
pupils (tálib or murid) are, by their knowledge of religion and law, 
regarded by many as particularly competent in political matters. 
In the Patan area, these religious qualifications can to some extent 
be assimilated with other qualifications in chosing elected represen- 
tatives to the councils. Bur in the Duber-Kandia area, where cri- 
teria of descent and seniority dominate, the claims of religious leaders 
are пог adaptable to the political structure. Thus mullahs with their 
followers remain outside the formal structure, but are none the less 
organized as groups around leaders, and their political qualifications 
are fairly widely recognized. They then tend to form pressure 
groups, and are active as controlling and retributive agents, Thus, 
where injustice has been done, and, due to political intrigue in the 


| 
| 
i | 


Mir онысы 


counct en, a group of talibs frequently са ch the 
cils, no action is tak ,2 8 f tálibs Ё ly cat 
]prit and beat soundly wit sticks, or, in more extreme Cases, 
culprt d beat him dl: h 


ive hi . Even quite pro- 
js house and drive him out of the territory. | 
се have thus been tyranized and forced to submit to 


the control of some prominent mullah. 


FACTIONS: ; І 
Political alliances within each territory or council E on 
ctuatü d are usually arranged in rela- 
d constantly fluctuating, an 2 el: 
Бат S particular «deals. The over-all alignment RU 
2. i ole - 
itories is a different matter. Неге, the wl 
over larger territories 15 а A : ч, EN d T 
is tied with the Pathan areas of Swat ] 
а system of two great alliances or factions 9А 
Nis Pathan communities are politically mixed, ie тата 1 = 
m and external alliances are closely interrelated. 5 і ы 
true to the same extent in Kohistan; in terms of the ORE 
alliances, Paran belongs totally to the one, Duber to т è 
while di Kandiá valley is split between the two, with oe се 
division of territory between them. Open : ;rfare femen vs 
place between the two alliances before A uera P je igl y 
6 ly, the Kandia valley, where 
Swat's government; consequently, à a a 
arties Sel is studded with the crumbling r^. „ins of oe 
f while these are more rare in the Duber and Patan ь 


p! 


tionalis: 


fied towers, 


CENTRIFUGAL AND CENTRIPETAL FORCES: 


With the introduction of external government by seats 
certain changes were initiated or accelerated in the Patan «ошау, 
The compact winter village, and especially its dien е о a 
is slowly dissolving. At the time of full autonomy аа ларе y 
allotment of land, it was necessary to remain physic Пу мада 
one’s political fellows — both for the sake of defence, ani s Е 
one’s interests within the group. With permanent Sia mae 
land the establishment of a police post, a movement Е = 
away from the village, and new houses are being erecte 
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and a Ф rdinated group, related only by occasional hypergamoug 
marriages. Various origins are given for this division (App. II) 
all of them emphasizing its hierarchical nature; but structural cri! 
tería for the division are difficult to find. One might illustrate the! 
relationship between the two «castes» by the example of Duber 
valley (see p. 31): The valley is dominated by the Mullah khe 
(being merely the name of the lineage, and bearing no relation tg 
the political role of mullah = priests, discussed on p. 34), which! 
together with the Shádom khel occupies the superior caste positio 
Most of the land is owned by these two lineages; but some шеші 
bers of these lineages are found who have no land, and work ar 
tenants. The Kamundsu and Biju lineages, on che other hand, belong 
to the lower caste. Some of them are tenants, but many of them own’ 
land-of their own. This has supposedly been «granted» them by the’ 
Mullah khel; bur in any case, there is today no clear correlation 
between land ownership and caste position. As far as my information 
goes, however, it would seem that a title to land held by a member, 
of the Kamundsu or Biju lineages does nof give the right to sit in’ 
the central council for Duber. Finally, in Duber, the intrusive 
Pathan community in Jag (see р. 45) constitutes a third caste, 
inferior to the two Kohistai castes but superior to the Pathan 
craftsmen, É 

ғ 


The explanation was usually cited for the division of the Kohi. 
stanis in two castes that the lineages of the lower caste are recent. 
immigrants, and therefore politically inferior to the dominant line-; 
ages. This was also claimed in the Капа valley -- by both groups 
— but contradicted by their own genealogies, which derived the line- 
ages of the lower caste from the sister's son of Kandi, the last and 
pagan king (Raja) in the valley; one would thus think that the А 
were well established and dominant some 8 generations ago. Ап? 
other claim, that they were later converts to Islam, and thus, whil 
still pagan, by law debarred from marrying Moslem women, ma 
be more to the point. If conversion, as was probably the case, wast 
correlated with an inversion of the power relations between twol 
main sections of the society (cf. the driving out of Kandi's lineage? 
and the reduction of his sister's son lineage to inferior status), such 
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a caste barrier may have мез ап important idiom іп which to express 
i i i itical power. 
EE Wires eH Е agreed that 3 caste barrier 
(in the specific sense I apply the term «caste» here) grids the ші 
body of Kohistani farmers into two groups of une po a 
wer, but that this division is not correlated to title to fan 
Is a division of labor between the two groups. The two сана a 
to some extent united by affinal and collateral oe ір, es! д 
lished through hypergamous marriages. Such. relations ip ds a 
however, seem to carry any political implications -і. ТЕ ЫШ 
no evidence that a political client relationship was established о 
symbolized by the giving of a daughter or sister in marriage to a 


caste superior. 


SOLUTION OF CONFLICTS 


By virtue of the multiple types of political ties that өзін in a 
area, no maximal political unit can be defined; lineages 5 ed 
in villages, several villages meet at times in suprem іше 2) ші 
political alliances extend across ethnic frontiers. Thus сол іс ее 
tween persons, however distant, are regarded as properly su ieee 3 
the ordered functioning of law and armed conflict only aie че 
large groups are involved, mainly in territorial disputes, К t орн 

- internal struggles for power — in other words, when the poli s 
ties break down. Such conflicts are now prevented from arising by 


the action of the government of Swat State. "x fi 
The procedure adopted for the solution of individual cag icts 
varies with the nature of the conflict. Thus, personal revenge is 
regarded as a person's right in some situations, while sneer 
is called for in others. For minor conflicts within the loca com- 
munity, the senior men of a lineage may serve 25 see e 
the case is brought before the appropriate council. In sea о! 
conflicts between persons territorially removed, Mians or other per- 
sons of saintly repute frequently serve as arbitrators. Public preni 
is very strong to accept the nomination of such arbitrators, an: 
their verdict. Where concerted punitive action is called for, groups 
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settlement by compensation. The amount of compensations is өң 
pulated by the village council, or a mediator; an important element 
is usually the giving of a woman in marriage from the family of the: 
killer to a relative of the deceased. $ 
If a confirmed murderer appears too clever and powerful to be 
reached by individual revenge, he may declared a public menace by 
the whole, or an active section, of the community, in which case his 
house is burned and he is driven out of the territory. f 
Marriage: is largely subject to Islamic law, and may be dissolved 
by the husband and not by the wife. Monogamy is the rule, though 
polygynous marriages do occur. A marriage can not take place 
against the will of the marriage guardian (father, brother, or near 
agnatic relative) of a girl, but probably can take place against the* 
will of the girl (though some informants insisted the contrary). 
Marriage usually take place very early, before the age of ten; the 
girl spends one night in the groom’s house, whereupon she returns 
to her home again for some years until she reaches puberty. The 
option of puberty does пог seem to be known as ап item of law. 
The levirate is strictly observed, and a breach of this right is 
classified with adultery, and gives the right of blood revenge. 


H 
3 
HOUSEHOLDS, RELATIONS BETWEEN SEXES: 

Each household is built around an elementary or polygynous fa. 
mily. Due to the brief nature of the enquiry, I have no census 
material to support this statement from informants. It was, how: 
ever, easy to ascertain that the household group is small, counting 
very few adult members. Further observations on household and 
family Ше were complicated by extremely strict observance of | 
purdah — very much stricter than among neighboring people of 
comparable economic standing. After the age of 8—10, the girl is 
completely separated from male society, and must not show her face 
to other men than her nearest relatives. A woman, walking through 
the fields or on the paths in the company of her husband, will leave 1 
her husband's side whenever a man appears, seek the shelter оға? 
bush, and cover her head and face completely with her heavy black 1 
sheet, till the stranger has disappeared. Similarly, groups of | 


' 
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king in the fields discontinue their work, and squat, totally 
oe TE their sheets by (е зде of the terrace wall, when a man 
сазбен, Exiquette requires the man to attempt to avoid the places 
вт b Э their sheets, by the side of the terrace wall, when a man 
en лат from his home — and there is no small child about 
чаш enter the house with a message — the caller stands at 

4 ізгапсе, and yells to attract attention. р 
ааа Р even within the house. Chil- 
dren eat with the women, after the age of 8—9 the boy joins his 
1 als. 
ата ae of labor between the sexes is not as hard and fast 
zs one might expect from this — man and woman share in maey 
of the daily duties. Plowing and seeding is done only by men, Bot 
sexes work together at harvest-time in reaping; weeding and тал 
ing is similarly done by both. Milking is done predominant y by 
women, but also freely by men. Women do the cooking, sewing, 
and housework in general, but even with it there js no feeling of 
shame preventing the man from doing also this work where con- 
venience calls for іг. Inversely, plowing and seeding must be done 
БЕС үе, of the strict separation of the sexes, the man 
spends most of his free time away from the home, in informal groups. 
The mosque is a favorite meeting place. Such groups are always 
open to all children (as spectators) and men of the community; 
they grade imperceptibly into «council» meetings (ref. р. 32) 
when specific topics are brought up to discussion. At special E 
sions (mainly in celebration of rites de passage) food is served | y 
one member to the whole group. A particular order of serving 
is then observed: mullahs and their pupils eat first, as a sign of 
respect (toward religion more than toward the particular mullahs), 
second follow the main body of the group, finally the leaders, who 
«езг much more slowly and would be embarrassed if they were to 
сас with the younger men, who grab and eat the food so quickly». 
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Duber б. where they bought the Jag territory from the Kohi. 
stanis of Duber and Kandiá (see footnote, р- 29). 

ECONOMY: Jag is a small village of 120—140 houses, situated 
some 1000 feet above the valley bottom a few miles below Duber 
Fort. The steep valley side has been terraced so a considerable 
amount of land can be farmed; a crop, consisting mainly of maize, 
is raised. The property stretches as a strip up into the mountains, 
and includes a summer camp where much of the population, together 
with the animals, spend the summer from May till September. 

POLITICAL ORGANIZATION: The population is divided into 
seven lineages: Mullah khel, Dingorr khel, Piblé khel, Gandorr khel, 
Bishamorr khel, Bahadur khel, Mangia khel. The first named is the 
most powerful; Mangia khel is in a client relation to it. Members 
of all these khels are found іп Aldi. The seven lineages аге not 
genealogically related. 

All seven lineages have some land, though some individuals have 
very little, and thus also serve as tenants for the richer villagers. 

The village is administered by a council (jirga) consisting of some 
twenty senjors or family heads. Of these, five are recognized as 
chiefs (Malak). The position as Malak is inherited, and is inde-? 
pendent of land ownership. Two malaks are of Mullah khel, сто" 
of Dingorr khel, and one of Bishamorr khel. The council frequently 
meets in the mosque. The community is divided into two factions 
(dala), allied to the major two alliances of Kohistanis. One faction 
is dominated by the Mullah khel, the other by the Dingorr khel. ; 

Іп addition to the farmers, there are a few representatives of the 
carpenter and blacksmith castes. There used also to be a barber, 
but he has left the community. The status as mullah and leader 
of prayer (Imdm) is not tied to a separate caste, as it is among the 
Swat and Alai Pathans. i 

Their Kohistani neighbors marry the daughters of the Jag Pathans, 1 
but will not give them women in return — i. e. а «caste» barrier 
is maintained in which the Pathans of Jag are regarded as inferior 
in status. 

The villagers still speak exclusively Pashto among themselves. 
CHANGES: The interesting feature of the colony is the great 
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£ change from characteristic Pathan customs that has taken 
lace — assuming that the group entered with patterns and insti- 
УОЙ similar those found in Swat and Alai today. The HH, 
of the group is like their neighbors’ except that the pattern о: алы | 
humance is simpler. Dress and architecture is like that of the Dui SEU 
wal. The organization of the council is like that of Duber — POUR 
the title Malak has been retained, the criterion of land owners uP 
has been dismissed, with consequent reduction of the actual power 
position of the status. The whole political hierarchy from saed 
gentry to propertiless laborer is lacking; the village is euis E 
5 coalition of unrelated lineages, in contrast to the Pathan ee 
total political control by one lineage group. The characte, ystic Pathan 
institution of the Вајта (guest house), which is of central importance 
in the economic and political field, as well as serving as a mens club, 
has disappeared totally. Thus, under pressure of external circum- 
stances, most of the cultural complex of the surcounding Kohistanis 
has been adopted, language alone remaining apparently unmodified. 
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BADESHI 

To complete the survey of the Indus side of Swat State, the 
existence of one more group of non-Pathans should be mentioned: 
the Badeshi, classified by Pathans as a separate pecple of the general 
Kohistan family. They are found as tenants in the Chakesar area, 
predominantly in two villages. According to informants, they speak 
their own separate language, and formerly had a wider distribution. 
Several persons tracing descent from this group were met with in 
the Swat valley, but they were now exclusively Pashto-speaking. 
The community is mentioned by Biddulph. Unfortunately, I bad no 


opportunity to visit it. 


ts 


21735 125 Aq 'uonrpunog $31 Jaje sre] pur q Aq 181] 'paindsip 
seas [et^ Aq Ази2гәләлоз оз wte onSe4 e ‘Aangan ast[ эчт uj 
UAOUYUN 919M шер) O3 4015124405 JO вазиезшпэдә 
pur ашт әрі сәшіз ur рәхір aq зцёин yoma ased ayı ur story 
7502 apisino оз Sunr[or 5911015 jo зногтрем putz oi ajqeun aatping 
Sea [ 5922005 [6910151] э[ЧЕЙЕлЕ ut рәџотзиәш әд оз sadder 300 soop 
pur *Áxosnp papi05a1 Jo sour[quios Ане Sqor[ тәлс ayy сори 
"rat 8012015 sq ut says roururns 21911605 Ádna20 uonocsy ләцзо ap 
vəya “зәцишгв ayı ur osje uonerdod. 941 jo uorizod әјдстәріѕиоо в 49 
‘urastyoy snpuy оз 15641402 ш pue ‘uosces лозшём эці ur uonve[ndod 
[101 243 Áq paxtqequr snajonu 16901211355 7 52311115402: qorq 'sdnoig 
fesiayjad-arsos зпошоцозие 211315002 sonrunurumoo 29141 asat[p 
"uripuejN JO Care 2иашајтәѕ рэз911е06 alou pur 
nysa 30 ә8т|пл зосішоо Ajaieqapour atr 'asea-tpizou aya от (с) 
“(зоп) зоп зо эзел зосішоо ayı “sam oti ор (z) 
Wequinu зеңі деф зподе Ájuo Acpoy Surutezwos лю ш po 
тара usa дәш sey anq *oSt 124 0} әшов 'sosnoi 0001 parsquinu 
Appasoddns 1р -Хишпшшозэ 3ueziodur зѕош əya ‘шеєјеу воле ruau 
-ajma passadsip әлош mou ‘arpa зэешо> Ápounog эчт, (1) 
ізәршашиоэ чигит 22101 ш: paplaipqns dotimg oiv MED IYI ‘1545 
uma o[doad taie) aya ро 5ц0ілтрдпѕ utetir Oma шлор АүәАтззәбәз 
жезде ШО aras рит 1q 3 jo siurifqpQur ay] зновиираие 
'a3enSur| рив Fury] 
ләці Aq poziuSo3ej arama Pur “тэзәрү оз Хем лош uo yorey ur 
fumed = Áq рэлтәѕдо uaaq Аүїпәзә1 ре отточу РзЕ{У шолу suus 
-П9 ang ‘tamed ati 01 umouyun изад Арэшаюр pry syy, ‘иезочу 
Tiny РЭНЕО 22epd в ae (коло изу [211420 әш) эці ur рипор oir 
sı 219024 patpi в ‘ШЕЕ ш siueuuosuy [122$ O1 Surpio2oV 
TUE15!UDM 
ла јо әсл Sutsoqusieu əy: UL “səm JOYIINZ punoz ое =" 
Suio;sma ours ai ҷим рис oSenSur] owes ayı Suryrads 214024 
"ERPIAIPUF 0009 24105 unos 41924024 nire) oup ‘siting 
jo взшәшіз|1196 iusurunimd әшоѕ “Хәл eipuryeg pur [ruiqro Y! 
Ajjepodse “рпе-етеіпеу этртшош эц fe sdu ләшїшпу эц o Ma 
2024 nare) Ад рәпасци jou золэмоЦ эле sio[rtA əy) JO 5801 
Аза эур “parmyizou ppuyseg шолу 'Kaj[e4 26.46 ayı yo aed 350W 


zs 


-3eddn ay yo asou: 4dna3o 21515 25.45 Jo a|doad nmen NL mary 

х "EAS ur uri ЕС Аүәзилуәр 9113215 ЭЗелоде 
Pur “ооо urys aysi {лєр une "ЗИСЧЗЕ irae JO виопгитл agi 
ШЕ Tez Saya ad.G [21272 п] ‘sayoeisnour Ари} pur auer = MT 
cau Апеш pur ‘Suoj илољ Ajuanbary Я лец ayy "aou i pur 
apue aya 4224124 tare ati 30405 Aaya Па (pieno) sdins Ч19[2 мол 
Tru puta Ápuanboiy {ayy "1922801 'sSa[ EI punoiy "(qeonsaqs) 
siutd 48364 1940 '5jjn pur зо шәйі IC әт op Ы 
“(әпеа) ITUS Оїшп1 Р 1524 Хә: — aouriodde pur Surg м 


“ose 3usnir 
[ensuing 94 01 Iradde 
“эгри го ‘urasiyoy 
AIC JO {прш ӘҢ: 01 ge] 
teds ajdoad PHIL :әўипЎигт 


ЕО кәя 
CIEXUSUM JO uosisd» surau: 3r Sunstsur %59л[ә5шәці оз SN se 


1192 SUD (DAN легшитуип олом s1ucunogurt tage) (три зо Халзп 
эйп8игү) Hryysrg 1:0 weyuseg Popes әле aui "aug aq a 
una) зәдолй Äjuo оці sem 100159щоу 1603 paisrsur put ‘oueu эш 
3q yya лешип aam Wars ay ung 2иаозәр Suunto ыы 
FOIE Пәц1 go apising, 7те щоу emg go sturistyoy ‘spao р aya 
ЧА 12412501 ‘эшеи 1591 uag 5219024 uetnrg- Н о 
22439803 'smieisTQOM se umouy әле o[dood эЧ: ‘suepeg 


42245 ou: S3rnSur[ umo Ләц1 оз погирре ur ‹ 
HAPS (aru) ПУ “seden3ury шири yo апо 
1219028 ayı оз 5910129 зү "Me3st[o vr 
Tus A[[ersuosso 12$ asur uaren apy 


= 3246 2n 
Ág ‘(ара jo aang »nsmSurT) ашро) st палі Apensn ея 
aya ut Ч8поцз ‘sluvurrogtrt [E90] ПЕ о: Suipsooze "a Arr) тошт 1 


IYAVD 


o 


The «Ф. was occupied by Swat some 8 years ago, 
not incorporated into Swat State, 


Tribal Territory, the administration of w 
to the Wali of Swat, 


ECONOMY 
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AGRICULTURE: Staple crops are maize and millet, cultiv. 
in irrigated fields, yielding one crop pr. year. Though the u 
Swat valley receives more rain than the valley: 
into the Indus, this rain does not suffice 


ated 


pper 
8 draining directly 


for the crops. Extensive 


irrigation systems are therefore constructed, carrying water in dir-' 


ches and wooden ducts from tributary streams to the cultiv 
areas. The main branches of the Swat river are to 
water level too variable, to be thus utilized. 

Much of the agriculture is performed on the extensi 
terraces -- artifical terracing thus becomes largely unnecessary, 
Usually, a low embankment is constructed to function 25 a retaining 
wall for irrigation water and rain water; only rarely is ап actual 
terrace wall called for. The fields are plowed by bullocks 
Cultural techniques in general were reported to be like 
Indus Kohistan and Swat, 4 

Livestock: Domesticated animals are cow, sheep, goat, donkeys, 


mules, and horses. Chickens are more common than in the Indus ` 
area. Buffalos are rare. 


ated 
о large, and their 


е old river 


— agri- 
those of 


Seasons: A cycle of transhumance is observed in the utilization 
of grazing areas; however, only a fraction of the population take ` 
part in the movement to the summer pasture areas (bandas). Though 
there are several pasture areas, these are regarded as alternative 
rather than serial, depending on the character of, and expectations ` 
for, the season. In contrast to Indus Kohistan, there is daily con- | 
tact in the summer between the mountain and the permanent . 
settlement. The permanent settlements lie in the valley bottom at 2 
6—8000 feer altitude; mountain pastures, utilized by Gawri, 


appa- 3 


i 
rently go no higher than 10—11 000 feet. Е: 
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buc is still 
, its formal status being that of 


hich has been delegated 


bia aret t uo ds 


= ding: The animals are mostly permitted to wan- 
J ee. ee d pastures are Ное, to ne korden oan 
T ads are found in the neighbor 3 
сылы Беа E closely. Such herding duty is divided 
on 2E households owning several cows, each such household 
em onsible for guarding the herd one day. Fodder is collected 
ENS der season — it is stored in big sheafs threaded on tall 
1or 
he roofs of the dwelling houses. , ] 
pc restrictions: A comparison with Indus n 
is incomplete without the mention of environmental ое, = 
d ossibilities of agriculture. The valley bortom lies above 70 E 
po Б sea level, and has a much more severe climate than the m 
m bank at 3000 feet. Snow builds up during winter ma hope: 
of 23 yards, and the fields are not clear of snow dll i E 
of May, Thus, they yield only one crop a year, шр cue 
crops/year along the Indus. Maize in the Gawri area only g 
2 . 
der іс for irrigation, the same fields are used 
year after year. To prevent them from becoming apes а 
manure is utilized. The area for cultivation is thus limite g 
amount of manure available. Since the cattle paie moun a 
pastures for abour half the year, only a fraction oft еі тенше 
is available as fertilizer; and due to the severity of the хааг лиз 
the саге must be maintained on fodder collected by tl B аг T 
himself in the summer season, the number of cattle any ез 
able to keep is limited. This vicious circle prevents Е crensiog 
of the agricultural fields, and large areas of potentially produ 
in unused. Я 
PAISES LABOR: As in Indus Kohistan, the overwhelming 
majority of the Gawri population are subsistence апан raising 
their own crops and retaining the total produce for Берн jt И... 
Tenants: Some few individuals, however, own no а ‚о 5 
little land they сап not support themselves on it ове y ur 
as tenants (debgáns) on the lands of a few. RED weal ч y People: 
In return for their manual labor, they receive М of t Um - 
of the field. In addition, most tenants occupy a house belonging 
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lineages, uniting to form compound clans. But this apparent regu- 
larity breaks down when one compares Utrór to Kalam, the main 
Giwri community. Kalam, is composed of three main sections: 
Dre khel, Nilor, and Jaflor. Dre khel is different from the Dre khel 
of Utrór, the two distinct groups merely happen to have the same 
proper name. The name carries no meaning in Gawri, but translates 
in the Pashto language, which they all speak fluently, as «Three 
lineages» (Three = Phst.: Dre, Gawri: Aa) Dre khel of Utrór 


Bishaj K 
DRkKOH;aN е8 
к а 
Chin | Kal A a 
NETS | Buzo Shangyut | bei VE 
| 
(NILOR) CHINOR) (BUZOR) SHANGGUTOR) (КАРАМ; (екін) 
ҚАЛАМ, (ЕКА 
JAFLOR NILOR DRE KHEL 


Figure 5.: Genealogy showing internal composition of the political sections in 
Kalam, Gáwri area. 


contains, as we saw, four subsections; Dre khel of Kilám contains 
two such subsections, Kal is the eapical ancestors of the group and 
supposedly the aboriginal inhabitant of the whole area (cf. Mytho- 
logy, p. 63). His descendants, together with the descendants of 
an ancient refugee from Chitral, form the one subsection, called 
Kilim. The descendants of Ekar, a refugee from Patrak in Dir, 
form the other subsection of the Dre khel, 

Jaflor and Nilor, the two other sections of the Kalam area, how- 
ever, are related in a most extraordinary genealogical arrangement. 
They both trace descent from Kes, an immigrant from Dir Kohi- 
stan who after some struggle settled in one community together 
with Kal (cf. p. 63). The Jaflor are the descendants of his son, 
Jafal. The Nilor, on the other hand, consists of four subsections, 
descended from his son Nila, his slave Chin, and his nephews Buza 
and Shanggut respectively, The genealogical relationship between 
the brothers Jafal and Nila and their paternal cousins is thus ir- 
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relevant to the recognized pattern of fusion and segmentation on 
itical level. i 
topi of the five major political groups in the two dd 
recorded, three are groups GI ERI of а ere pay 
нө. One is a simple lineage (with accretions on 1 i 
icra а patrilineal kinship най Ваар 
of an other section; and one is composed of ES y rel EGO = 
unrelated subsections, one аң which RENE рз е 
totally separate group than to any subse 
Б ae Шаға eme genealogies are not crs ee 
the subsections of a political section; nor are я Е 
discarded when they directly up eR m ne 
bsections into sections, None the less : 
ei i informants as patrilineal, and called by 2 Se 
patrilineal lineage in this and all neighboring SIS ES 
position and fusion of segments, the organization also qu Hs 
some contexts to operate as a lineage system. Considering UR р : 
significance of the traditional genealogies remains some 
Mosi ownership: The conditions of land tenure and ee уы 
to the transfer of land have very direct political imp Е: Я 
Through cross-questioning and comparing the ШЕН sere ici ey 
statements of numerous informants, the following picture 
wilt up. Po 
Е й land is held individually; each plorad e 
garded as the private property of a particular (male) im are 
The extent of his rights to alienate this land is obscure — = x 
formants insisted that he has full freedom, bur that it was aa ma 
for him to sell; others referred to the limitations imposed y не 
Sharia. These limitations are however not systematically ерсе S 
but an implicit limitation is imposed by virtue of НЕ Er 
tion of rights to land: though the land is E а i З arp 
specific individual can only exercise his rights to lan: 2 an 
of a recognized, locally resident section. Fields "t сарза 
ргорегсу, and can freely be transferred within | е e d 
(where rights by kinship, and by actual contiguity of property, 
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Pashto-speaking group living in contiguous settlement with Кат, 
an anomalous exceprion is found. 

This Pathan community, the Mullah khel, arrived supposedly : 
some 2--300 years ago from the T4l-Dardial area 45 miles to the 
south, and are a branch of the Bimi khel segment of the Nikbi khel, 
The ancestor of the Mullah khel was a very learned man; he came 
with his family to Kalim and achieved a high reputation among the 
Giwri. After a while he bought land, but was not made a member 
of any particular section. He thus gained no general rights to forest 
and pasture areas, but was permitted to utilize a particular, limited 
district. He had three sons, the descendants of which form three 
major segments of the lineage. These three segments have then each 
joined one of the three sections of the Kálám community in a purely | 
political alliance, i. е. che Mullah khel is split in three factions, each 
allied to a section of the local Gáwri population, In this one case, 
the Gáwri thus distinguish between a political tie (45/2) and assi- 
milation into a «descent» unit. Thus, the Mullah khel segments have _ 
not achieved economic fusion with their allied Gáwri sections. In 
the utilization of their limited traditional pasture area (Désin, SW. : 
of Kalim) each segment camps with the members of the Сілті 
section to which they are allied; but they have no right to utilize 
other areas belonging to that section. 

This exception might reasonably be assumed to be modeled on ! 
similar arrangements in the Pathan area, and to have been established 
on the initiative of the Pathan partners in the relationship, and thus 
not to reveal any general feature of local Сіті political organi- 
zation. 

Village councils: The «sections» described so far have their main 
field of relevance in the economic sphere and defence of land rights, 
and operate on an informal level in politics as parties or factions. 
In actual administrative procedure, they are not formally recog- 
nized; the main administrative body is the village council, a for- 
mally unstructured body of the senior men of all the landholding 
«families» of the community. This council appears to correspond 
fairly closely in its form to the parallel institution in Indus Kohi- 
stan. The following account is of how it «should be» according to 
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informants — I am not aware to what extent contemporary practice 
by Swat's administration modi jes this. А LT 

For the village of Kálám there is one big central council (jirga). 
Ic formerly met in a specific place, under a large tree on the psd 
above the old mosque of Kálám. There, a flat square area, somewhat 
like a platform had been constructed and levelled out; long жоо 
benches (some eight meters long) facing the square are still oura 
along two of its sides, with the crumbling remains of a similar benc 
on the third side. The council platform is called bhag. It is not 
in common use any more. j 

The council members (2555) each represent an «extended family» 
— i. e. a group larger than the household but smaller than the ЕДЕР 
subsections of the community. A council member will thus speak 
for himself and his brothers, brother's sons, his paternal cousins, and 
their sons, and rarely for a wider group than that. The specific 
limits of such groups appear to be determined by particular con- 
siderations, such as the size of sibling groups, the personality of the 
leader, etc. Only owners of land are qualified to sit in the council, 
and the ability to speak and argue а case well is emphasized. Е 

In the council, members sit randomly mixed, and there is no 
ranking of seats — all present are regarded as equals in their сара- 
city as council members. There is no notion that the representatives 
of one section should sit together on the bench along one side of 
the square — on the contrary, their corporative capacity as а body 
representing the village as a homogenous unit is emphasized in the 
mixing and equality of the council members. А 

The council js called by any member. He alerts his fellow members 
by beating a drum in the evening, wherupon they assemble the 
following day. - р 

Largely Ти same description of the council was given in Utrór. 
Here, however, there is no council platform, and the council is 
usually called informally by word of mouth, indication being given 
as to where it is to meet. Beating of the drum is specifically the 
signal of an impending attack, and serves to mobilize the whole 
village. ІС: 

Centr [ифа] tendency: Аз noted above, only one of the Gawri 
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pensation. Such blood money ranges around Rupees 1000 (£ 100) 
for an adult male, according to informants, but may vary according 


to circumstances, A woman is often given in marriage to the family 
who has suffered the loss. 


RITES DE PASSAGE. 


Marriage: Marriage takes place after maturity, and is celebrated 
in the following manner: The husband comes to fetch his bride 
in her father’s house, whereupon she proceeds, accompanied by female 
relatives, to her new home. If he can afford it, her father provides 
a horse for her to ride, which then becomes the property of the 
newly wed couple; otherwise, the bride walks. Her father further 
provides the son-in-law with new clothes at marriage. One of the 
senior women accompanying the bride remains with her in the 
room set off for the new couple, and refuses to leave till the young 
man has bribed her with money or goods, corresponding to some 
£2 value. The following day, these same female relatives bring food 
for the feast celebrating the marriage. 

No strict separation of men and women is observed; the women 
do not wear veils, and there are no restrictions on the two sexes 
being together. 

There is no preferred spouse, and I found no particular emphasis 
on the value of endogamy expressed. 

Widows are inherited in the family; it is a great «shame» to 
marry the widow of 2 man in an other section or descent group. 

Death: Funerary ceremonies appear to be much less emphasized 
than in Indus Kohistan. The АрегаЁ ceremony is performed two or 
three days after death and burial, at which time a beast is sacri- 
ficed and the meat shared by the relatives and given to the poor 
of the community. The division of the property of the dead man 
is performed later. 

The graves of prominent men are covered by elaborately carved 
structures, essentially constructed as roofed four-poster beds. Once 
such graves are constructed, they are permitted to disintegrate 
through the action of wind and weather, and no particular respect 
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Questions оп this point were dismissed 


А thi veyards. 
js showed the gravey: phrase: «We are the builders, not the 


with the common Pashto 
tors.» 

Ur UTD is performed on boys at early age. No Білегі 
rituals seem to be observed, nor is there any overt sign af adulthood, 
other than the assumption af the Ramadan fast. There does Am to 
be some formalized notion of warrior status: men between the a 
of 16 and 40 years appear, at least in some contexts, to be calle 

bidón, a status explained as «persons wearing skin footwear, carrying 
the gun, who are expected to do military service for the oe E 
which they belong». This is in contrast to the <бҙап i e grea 
ones», who go unarmed, are council members, and only take part in 
military exploits under extreme necessity. 


MYTHOLOGY (recounted in Pashto by the Qazi (judge) of he 
Nilor khel) Kalam: The village has its name from Kal, the alg 
inhabitant who emerged from a cave in the hillside above the plain 
where the Gabral and Usha rivers meet. Later Kes, with his bro- 
ther's sons Buza and Shanggut, arrived from the Tal-Lamtei area 
of Dir Kohistan. He met Kal and inquired what dis name of the 
place was, when he was told it was Kal-lim = Kal s town. These 
two then made war against each other, till Kes finally subdued Kal 
and settled down to farming, after which they started living to- 
is some time Bishaj, his senior brother, came from Dir to bring 
Kes back home. Kes, being junior, did not want to be disrespectful 
and refuse, so he excused himself by saying he would come, but E 
wait till the crops matured and could be reaped. He атаан 
his tenants to leave their oxen in the fields with their plows w en 
they came to have their morning meal. One day Bishaj end 
discovered an ox unattended in the field; he sprang up and said: 
«Look, your oxen will be hurt, they are loose in the ficld!> But Kes 
merely answered: «No, dear brother, don’t bother; this is not Lamtei, 
these are my fields, and all will be well» (i.e. the Кайт fields x: 
Дас and rockless, there are no terrace walls that the oxen might # 
off, and no large rocks that might ruin the plows). Bishaj then 
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th B3 £a " 
e forest is divided, mostly in equal shares for each household 


(lugi), in one village bi i 
EE ge between households in proportion to the amounr 


Division of labor: ili 
craft и mid. алан e umet 
that of their Pathan neighbors, { 
from Pathans, А 
home language. 
Craftsman status and 


5 Нар system is very similar to 
and craftsman families trace di | 
е n esce: 

mostly in the Alai area,1) and speak Pashto as chee’ 


% 1 kill is transmitted fi 

Eurus and s j mitted from father to son, an 
ae EE EUER a hereditary group of practitioners. se 
RR AE qoum (see p. 36), and is ideally endogamous, 
Е ak Е бав their daughters to them, and normally ab 
ROREM m them. The marriage barrier between the dif- 
aed ен: тау be more hypothetical, but is supported 
er peu erations, since the daughter of a fellow craftsman 
E WE DE vi the skills appropriate for the wife of such a 
Dni ELO y the general Moslem preferance for family 
a E AE icularly among the barbers, where the male and 
n ЕЕ, in function, caste endogamy 
ae zh ES 3 Since they constitute inherited occupational 
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craftsman castes 
are carpenters, blacksmi 
m H y E 
and barbers. There is no clear hierarchic : шыш 


e NAE PE SEE al ordering of these groups, 


ague ranking on a descending 


1) This ma; i 
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RT CUL. AES traced, When the Yusufzai lineages, now dominant 
mites еге the Swat valley, spread into their present area, th 
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oes г and sertled in Alai and Hazara; the craftsman li i 
probably mostly collateral lines of these, who fled feta ta 
to the 


Kohistan areas from Swat, but retain the aditional zt w: ezg: 
Swat, heir traditio: i 
2 associztion with linezges 
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scale in the order ennumerated. As a group, they stand distinctly 
below the Torwili, agricultural population. 

Each craftsman has, as among the Pathans and Kohistanis of the 
Indus area, a defined clientele, for which he performs the traditio- 
nally required services and receives a traditional yearly payment. 
The carpenter receives 16 scers grain (one seer is roughly equivalent 
to 1 kg.)/house/year; the blacksmith receives 16 seers/working 
plow (bullock pair)/year. These two are tied to political sub- 
groups; by being a member of a certain political unit within the 
village, a farmer is committed to use and pay the carpenter and 
blacksiaith of that unit. The barber is given 20—24 seers of grain/ 
house/year; he is not attached to political units, and the head of 
a household may seek the services of any barber he wishes. Finally 
weavers have no standard arrangement for clientele or payment; 
they sell to, or barter with, either local farmers or traders in Bahrein 
or other marker towns. Most weavers are called Kashmiris; they 
also take work in the forests, or occasionally as tenants. 

Craftsmen have no formalized political powers, and can not sit 
in the village council. 

Tenants are utilized in agriculture by the wealthier persons who 
own large fields; a rich man may employ 3——# tenants in his fields. 
The tenants are mostly Torwális — poor people of the same descent 
groups as the resident landowners. They constitute only a small 
element in the total population — in the village of Bahrein they 
were estimated to count 15 houses, compared to 300 houses of land- 
holding farmers. They receive М of the crop in return for their 


labor. 


An interesting circular argument was advanced to explain their 


political position: land ownership is not a prerequisite for having. 
a vote in the village council, bur tenants have іп fact no vote there, 
«because the head of a tenant household represents so few people, 
he has so few sons». When I argued that poor people might indeed 
have many children, the answer was that then the father would пос. 
remain a tenant — to be a tenant is a great shame -- his many sons 
would work for him, either in the village, or in Swat proper, or 
even in Peshawar or Karachi, so he would be able to buy land and 
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Esch village had its separate council (jirga/yerak) for internal 


village affairs; but political activity centered around the central 
council for all Torwalis. This had political authority over the whole 
group; it used to meet in Zórr Baranial (Old Bahrein) a mile SW of 
the present Bahrein village, and counted some 4—500 members. It 
had no platform or other particular place of meeting, but used to 
meet in the open. Employed by the council was an agent/messenger 
(бои); he was a poor man with no vote in the council, and his 
main duty was to notify the council members, distributed among the 
villages in the twenty mile gorge occupied by the Torwili, when 
the council was to meet. 

The council members (malak) met as representatives of their own 
households and those of brothers, sons, and possible other close 
agnatic relatives. There were no formal restrictions to candidacy, 
other than that of being a Torwali by descent; but as noted above, 
all members were in fact owners of land. Being the representative 
of a very small kinship group, there were no formalities of election 
as council representative for the family. All the representatives were 
equal in their capacity as council members; no distinctions of senio- 
rity berween lineages or segments were recognized. 

In the council, the major descent groups functioned as political 
units or «parties»; in explaining the system, the informants em- 
phasized that the distinction between lineage (Abel) and faction or 
political party (dala), fundamental to the functioning of councils 
among the neighboring Pathans, was not found among the Torwáli. 
Each descent group was characterized by political solidarity when 
any members was threatened from without. Thus, in Bahrein, the 
Dre khel and Nererr khel represented two politically distinct and 
frequently opposed groups. The unity of the descent group is simi- 
larly expressed in the traditional sling fights between groups of boys, 
in connection with celebrating the two Ids, the major religious festi- 
vals of the Islamic year. While among Pathans villages fight against 
each other on these occasions, the groups traditionally opposed among 
the Torwális are the descent groups. 
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SOLUTION OF CONFLICTS: 


Inberitance: Movable property is inherited according to Islamic 
law, daughters receiving their proper share. Immovable property, 
i. e. agricultural land and houses, can only be held by males. E 
usually divide the property of their father a year or so after his 
death. The sons share equally in land. The paternal house goes 
со the youngest son. His із also the responsibility for the mainten- 
ance of the mother, if she survives the father. - 

Adultery: is punishable by death, for both the wife and her lover, 
by the hand of the husband or his immediate relatives. 

“Murder: leads zo blood revenge, or compensation. Revenge de- 
volves on the close agnatic relatives of the deceased. It is preferably 
directed against the murderer himself, but may alternatively be 
taken on the murderez's brother, father, paternal uncle, or paternal 
cousin, but never on a relative beyond thar degree. If compensation 
is sought rather than revenge, this is arranged by the central council, 
which arrives at 2 suitable sum, ranging around Pak. Rupees 500 for 
an adult male. 


RITES DE PASSAGE: 
Marriage: Torwalis will not give their daughters in marriage to 


the craftsmen groups, but may on occasion take wives from them. 
"There are no restrictions on marriage with the neighboring Pathans 
of landowning or economically successful tenant groups. | 

A quite high brideprice is paid to the father of the girl, up to 
Pak Rupees 1000 according to informants. Out of this sum the 
father is expected to provide the daughter with a dowry, consisting 
of a buffalo, quilted blankets, and household utensils. He also 
provides the son-in-law with a new suit of clothes. ' 

The husband leads the procession to fetch the bride in her home; 
she is carried in а covered palanquin (408) in Pathan fashion. The 
bride’s father gives a feast; so does the groom's father on arrival 
at the groom's house. There is much merrymaking and use of pro- 
fessional male dancers who may on occasion dress as women, 
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in 19224 such councils have had only advisory functions. The fac- 
tional dual alliance system permeating the whole area is also present 
here, and cross-cuts ethnic and descent groups. In former times, 


the two communities are supposed to have been dominated by the 


neighboring Torwili population, through the medium of this alli- 
ance system. 


TRADITIONS OF CENTRALIZED STATES 


As mentioned elsewhere ( App. 1), traditions have been maintained 
among the Kohistsi of Indus Kohistan of a former unified political 
organization centering in the Kandia valley. Similar traditions of 
former kingdoms are met with among the tribes on the E. bank 
of the Indus, who at present have an acephalous poli 
(Biddulph 1880 р. 16, Stein 1928 рр. 7ff). Such a change within 
a stationary population from a centralized /o a decentralized form 
of organization based on descent, might appear highly questionable; 
in the Middle East, centralized political rule usually results in the 
irreparable destruction of descent organizations. On the other hand, 
the various Kohistani communities give an invariable impression of 
loseness in structure, disintegration and local variability, in part 
abandonment of fields and loss of ancient engineering skills (Stein 
1928 pp. 10, 12; also above p. 15) characteristically summarized 
by Biddulph (1880, p. 164) under the heading «degeneration». 

Since available historical material is so limited, 2 broader ethno- 
logical viewpoint is called for in a discussion of this historical ques- 
tion. The Kohistanis of Indus and Swat Kohistan speak languages 
of the larger Dardic language family (Linguistic Survey of India 
1927) in neighboring areas to the East and North are culrurally and 
historically related peoples of this language family. While the 
Kohistanis are at present characterized by acephalous organizations 
of the types described above, these related peoples in Chitral-Yassin- 
Gilgit are organized in small, centralized states. These states have 
a pattern of organization which, through а process of breakdown, 
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officers were ‚© traditionally defined houses and estates in 9 
ment for their services — or, one might equally legitimately say: 
by virtue of occupying a specific estate, the occupier was required 
to serve in the bureaucracy in a particular capacity. The estates 
were inherited from father to son, or in licu of sons by an other 
the maintenance of travelling officials of the state or the Mehtar 
and as the ultimare owner of the land he had the right (and often 
the power) to evict anyone at any time. 

In the rest of the country, tenure was even more firmly associated 
with patrilines; and duties pertained mainly to local administration, 
the maintenance of travelling officials of the state or the Mehtar 
himself, labor for the government, or payment of grain to the 
Mehtar's household. Each village was administered by a village 
headman (charwelu) and his assistant (cbarbo) , whose responsibility 
it was to know the duties of each household in the village and who 
was in charge of seing that all such тепайсу requirements were 
satisfied. "These duties could be wonderfully specific and complex: 
one field required the payment of no more than one goat and seven 
chickens to a travelling official no oftener than semi-annually, the 
next was associated with the duty to keep the Mehrar's own fields 
Íree of crows, the third with catching and training hawks and 
falcons for the Mehtar, a fourth with one month's labor pr. year, 
etc. Further more, a complex pattern of sub-infeudation was deve- 
loped, whereby each larger estate was again subdivided and leased 
out as a miniature of the state system, but with duties to the estate- 
holder and not to the Mehtar. 

(2) Larger district administration was, till the more recent period, 
in the hands of hereditary noble families of locally dominant line- 
ages, unrelated to the dynasty except by hypergamy, and holding 
land and position on formally the same type of tenancy terms as 
the central officials. Such chiefs none the less had very considerable 
power by virtue of their military control of local districts and their 
inhabitants, and the constant danger to the Mehtar that they might 
swing their support to a son, or other person of the dynasty, and 
precipitate a rebellion against the person of the ruling Mehtar. 
Thus large descent groups remained locally intact and functioning, 
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under the leadership of one or several nobles of their own E 
in spite of the centralized. form of government. The centralize 
system showed a high degree of tolerance and adaptability, шп: 
taining the same formal pattern both where autocratic contro у 
the Mehtar was extreme, and where his overlordship was extremely 
us. ; 

This organization is by Biddulph fitted into a wider Indian frame 
of reference, and he describes it in terms of castes, each caste having 
a defined position in the economic and political field. One ca 
however readily see that the system is a classically pure example 
of a feudal organization, and operates as a system of administration, 
as well as on ihe inter-personal level, totally independently of any 
pervasive concept of caste, Members of a descent group can freely 
occupy different positions in the hierarchy and at the same 2 
maintain their genealogical connections as а group, and patterns o: 
marriage have no necessary relevance to the system. As а matter 
of fact, marriage relations carry the same hierarchical connotations 
in Chitral as among the Kohistanis: women may pass upwards, 
whereas a man in high status would not give his daughter to а man 
of lower status. There is, however, among many of the lineages 
and etribess of Chitral a dislike for marriage with close relatives 
of any kind, and a tendency toward local group exogamy. 

The ease with which descent groups may be incorporated into the 
system — retaining their descent organization — is evidenced by oe 
numerous refugee communities scattered through the territory of the 
state: Red Kafirs, Gilgitis, and various Kohistanis. They maintain 
their descent organization and are allotted districts in which to 
pursue their livelihood; while the feudal obligations pertaining to 
the lands are distributed in conformity with their internal political 

ization. 
шн pattern of organization exemplified by Chitral appears 70 
be an ancient one. It is found also in the Yasin-Gilgit area, ae 
apparently among the Borishaski-speaking peoples of Nager ы; 
Hunza where the ruler also has ritual functions associated wit 
rain and first fruits ceremonies etc. (Lorimer 1939 p. 232 ff.) The 
Karor rulers of Chitral have a tradition that they took over the form 
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reason to doubt their authenricit ig 
of considerations introduced т Вр eee E 
disappearance of kingship in Kohistan is then seen as a а x 
conversion to Islam, and the consequent loss of centrali "m er 
and magical insticutions, supporting such kingship, c 
Moe understanding of the processes of social and cul- 
al change is too limited for this to have any direct beari 
an analysis of social organization in the area today, some ei nis T 
годе mns 220 gn aur the supposed Vei bs 
. None the le ivi 
slightly lowered expectations Aum p dcum E © 
consistency of Kohistani rules and practices. As n с ur ae 
75), the lack of pattern and structure ue and 552 ei 
in Kohistani life is subjectively striking, and SEU 
rating. This lack is characteristic both of Сы 
ethnic diversity of origins іп local groups and the ae m 
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above (p. 
Қош» — 
Ну frust- 


; Н num 
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one Я H EAM of the organizations, and the local variability 
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closely related local communities, is best understandable 
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though yet not analysab| 
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CONCLUSION 


Іс might be useful to summarize some of the major patterns of 
organization described above, so as to bring out certain charac- 
teristics relatively peculiar to Kohistani social systems. Firstly, eco- 
nomic organization deserves some attention. Indus and Swat Kohi- 
stan constitute a refuge area, in that the environment is restricting 
and economically unattractive, and communications are very diffi- 
cult. The valleys and gorges are generally short, deep, and narrow, 
surrounded by mountains, with local variations in altitude from 
2000 to 18 000 ft. Land potentially suited for agriculture is extre- 
mely limited. The Kohistani adaptation to this environment takes 
the form of a mixed economy with little individual specialization, 
pursued through an extreme development of transhumance. Agri- 
culture, dependent on artificial terracing and irrigation, is practiced 
in the valley bottoms, while cattle, sheep, goats, and water buffalo 
are herded. In winter, the people are concentrated in the valleys, 
while in the spring, summer, and autumn seasons they mostly aban- 
don their fields to follow the herds up to the mountain pastures ina 
pattern of vertical nomadism or transhumance, sometimes through 
a series of as many as five different seasonal camps varying in alti- 
tude from 3000 to 14000 ft. In the course of the seasonal cycle, 
different ecologic belts are thus utilized, and the size and organi- 
zation of local groups varies regularly from compact winter villages 
of more than thousand inhabitants, to tiny hamlets by the summer 
pastures, accommodating no more than ten-twelve individuals. 

The population is largely composed of independent elementary 
families of agriculturalists. The only groups of specialists of any im- 


87 


68 


7209 t St saatas :29UtIHIQqUI ѕәјејпЯәз ap apr Dru10u029 pur Ал: 
-od 03 3224591 (п a[0: penu t 54088 a8raw oneu$r aya sny], 

р "581018 oneuSc 1282] эцз 
jo шпәәпоэ sofew v patteurar әлтц ‘ач8ы uoneStrn put “рә jo 
жәріе4 ayı зәло sisyzues 'peust[qvis2 ausovaq aary siuStr Auadosd 
Тепрімірат ayam uasa Ing ‘потер [euoniperi stp ur panoe» 
[3° әле aep umeua stare [eUO!sr250 y3noga 'spenprarpur оз рәззоүе 
Áfpustrunmd 2010524 mou sey pur| pomojd aso ‘sporsad parejndns 
зо} рат ‘ascamy onruSe лэца ЧЗпоці Á[uo рит] prupos: заці 
Рәлтәзәг s[pnprTpur snya ‘spjory лцизгмей оз say ou inq ‘uos 
Оз зәцзер uro: partaysuesa sem pur] [urmi[nauSt [єйїз sip ро uon 
Jors} urea в Oi S481 әү. "pur jeampnouse Це оз esc pleSas ш 
рәэпови4 Арошлоу sem эиәшзо(сә: әгропәй jo шә:з$45 лерш y 

‘stare armised јеси з0әләрпр азап оз 5348 
Sune[nquie auanbysuos Чил *drgezsqureur auswSas pur ageomy ang 
‘care e[norired кош o:mastd yo su[Sti ә зой saya si uos 0] дәцпер 
шолу рәшәувити st 25444 -tait-qns зиззорир t ші 005255 iguiuins 
Jaio ue pusds 51121855 uso/ioq iuouno]r Sunrio: в 4819242 
fpa saeg uiriunoui 30 $21125 ouo UT 05025 laurums ouo spuads 
2541 34941895 әйтәш agi ang ‘soznased upeiunour oq) оз rourumns эца 
ШІ sassu 1 se 510201895 pur ө4по18 onrcSr juauoduroo зп оил 
dn sqrorq ‘ЭЗетА зосбшоо s ur шәм aya yno: варізә1-о20 теці 
dnoid aya snyy ‘asucumysucza јо ләт: e 4810243 рәл[пп әле 
Stas armiseq -siuoui83s mayı Suoum Iyung рис saSraur deus: 
їчәцойшоз зї Zuoure ‘paanqrasipar Ajjratpotsad pus ‘poprarpqns 
әле pue “stun [eorod jeurxeur әуз Aq Арапәацоә pray Ái[riouaS 
эге syin 2imuseq -souriiodun soleu jo ate 59101824 pur spjaiy 
JemajnonSe 4109 эпуз fursquroised pur 2213151152 uo qioq ѕрчәдәр 
Ausouosa turistyoy "uaur <q РІЗҢ эЧ Apuo uz2 pur Жүрелей pans 
тәф әш рик] оз 534874 ppf энионоза ut ӘЗгәиң fo озиолару 
“Рәбшшк sq pynoys өзиәшәугіз asaq j, — 
"sipuno» eantaisimupr рапацзпоэ A[restaeuge-uou әз зо зхәшез ayn 
1л шоок se Á[uo saajasurayy ssoidxo sadeaury 342 platy [c2rrjod ayı 
ЧІ “ӘЗиәләі pue jopinur Suia[DAur 513H31102.01.221zA3[ax уеш rem. 
Á[uo sey зр “різ omouoos aq ur o2uvi10durr логе jo stay em 
-naad 3244420105 *32A2/40q ‘st 811028 jo ad. siya yo asuraos pan 


-atad ayy -z03s990e сз: Surysindtnasip 991 JO ar пәр ‘souren 
224024 sary *siuourgas пәцз pur ‘saStaut] аизләрир рит. +(ә8гәшт 
= pyy) ®ш4гол8 30 adda e se рези 051 ípəensqe ЕДЕН sae 
-Tuegio furastyoy їп әзшелісдил 1821099 ҙо si a8rau7y neuse aL 
sway ssaidyo Aaya Miga u 51521002 jeuonnysu afa pue diy 
30 sus oag эр Hss*19Q uonr[nonit ayı атыкшшп< Оз яшәде 
Uarssnostp Story ЭЧ]. “stare әзәді Jo почете то 1220$ 211 ur шә 
той sofcur ӘҶ1 se;ninsuo» АаныЗшозар Surajnsaz әң] ИЕ 
SP[2 2413294591 noui yo uonrsedəs 15512 OU st 91543 “aq “әрошоэ 
АПишпоп aou op 319 “әй uns sfurdno8 jo 5125 олт ээ], 
"SP4tA |и12л25 jo розой E 
70100 ә8Р[ПА 3otduros З[оЧ в heater rm RU 
Рәзойшоо ‘прит ӘҢ 01 &minqui 28 'ә тол 122148218023 ee 
(с) pue рта АрАвеизозе "s131118fp 1:29] (1) эшорезиәшӛ s 
Saaf 043 1522] 1e qna “шәз545 AreiusurSas p gr ude sur a 
7291 в JO ssaumopury [fc jo spisunos 9a esastururpe о uonminsuoa 
ap үЗполүт uoneziur&1o [1205 шт pezimn sr xinSruo» [piosnsog 
“siuouros лоЇгш pesaaas х 
‘surpa 10 ѕәЗгәшү аңа (с) рив бош} БОМ СЫЕП E. 
20 [12455 JO pasoduios (sos saw 20) 514201325 iofrur (=) “іше 
Рәрцәзхә ош (1) оз Suipuodsazi03 AyySnor тәзйрлә[ә1 poe 
791 soleu ца uenviaurüss 39 враә| гә Aqpeseus$ 29 01 waas 
БУР, `5:1Зо[гәцәЗ хә|йшоз Ад РазлоЧЧпз *&n3v55252t ou ang “Депп. 
$34255 Јо Kyara v S2»1mnsuo» позе зиазәр ayy 
“SENPtAIpUT 000 01—= зо suor 
-etr Surzur8s0 'sdnoig зо re дай: Е se 
-usurgos ur pardde әш s2[drourid 25243 3o Ч10Я *£31n813u03 на 
Jo 1p рие “ішәсвәр poured po seti isad uid pu yo auo оз 
Філраоозв peuipop Ajjeursoy 94 оз 1coddz $41028. Jenos "Aper assy 
"Азалия PHq Sya ur чоциззае sow UAII scm коросшр810 17205 
"89014225 пәцз Шор ul 

aya ge Чозэтїў poirmdras Jt A Е 
$91918 ожа 95901 fuousesursy yo 2443 Kur ш реп st sSurqoxo o 
Piepurss 13410 10 Aauour ON "smuoqep unez jo dno:3 [jews Е (2) 
Pur "s1o1u2d 1:2/ inus 39 91572 snouSopus-ruras в (1) әш аопезлой 


ө © 


porate group in the protection of property rights їп agricultural 
land; is a joint shareholder in, and also the further distributor of, 
pasture rights and habitation sites for the summer, as well as some 
agricultural fields; and consequently constitutes a neighbor group, 
at least in the summer season, a group for cooperative herding and 
transportation, etc. It thus regulates and shares jointly in many 
privileges, and plays dominant role in daily life. 

Relevance of lineage in revenge. With respect to joint sharing of 
jural responsibilities, as contrasted to privileges, the agnatic lineage is 
of far less importance. Most offences are regarded as public offences, 
in that the whole community, through its village council, considers 
and determines the guilt, and the actor is held individually respon- 
sible for his action, The right to blood revenge is recognized, as 

_rivilge of the bereaved. It devolves on the closest agnatic rela- 
toe — і е. on he who inherits from the dead person. Revenge is 
di; те against the murderer himself, and is transferred from him 
only `t he is out of reach, and then only to his very closest agnatic 
relativ з. Thus, though there is evidence of patrilineal transfer of 
the prix 1ь, to revenge, and of the responsibility for murder, this 
is limited о егу close agnates and is not the concern of the larger 
lineage. 

Village cou *c/s and lineages, The main area of articulation of 
the descent org n -ation and the organization based on territorial 
criteria is in aa u ‘stration. All matters of public concern аге 
properly the subjec с” discussion and decision in a village or district 
council. Such сойле 's re composed of all, or at least representatives 
of all, the landownin, p 152115 of a traditionally and geographically 
delimited area, All m о ors of the council have an equal right to 
speak. Unanimity is unn cc ssary, though desirable; a majority deci- 
sion, or more properly g `e al acclaimation, suffices. Thus, in the 
formal constitution of Ч соплей, membership is defined by a 
purely territorial criterion, . d descent or membership іп ап арпагіс 
lineage is irrelevant. Howeve, a «parliamentary» procedure like this 
can hardly be imagined to о} erate without some development of 
organized parties or factions. In &o'istan, at any rate, the procedures 
and type of discussion presuppose the existence of a further, media- 


30 


ting system of groups. This system is supplied, in Де RA ae 
descent organization. Agnatic kinship is utilized to form ms 
between council members, and thus the agnatic lineages emerg "s 
factions within the village council. However, such more 9 Es 
spontaneous, Or at least informal, coalitions and n um 
follow the genealogical alignments completely; friends ір, a 
lateral kinship, and political opportunism all рео play a e 
and the expression of the descent organization as actions ut 
territorial councils is thus obscured and complicated in nume 

ways. 


One further complication arises. Since land ownership is tradition- 


ally associated with lineage organization in EDGE АЕ 
in the different communities, any territorial group shoul P pn 
constitute an agnatic descent group, and territorial criteria 0: EI 
bership should be freely translatable ro the idiom of A шалы 
ship. This circularity can never be fully realized, and the unn ЗЕ 
discrepancies are evidenced in the discongruity between ра si 
and actual descent groups, and in the various problems s 00 g 
adopted as a member of the community, discussed in the body 


the text. 
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Figure 9.: Consanguinal kinship terms of Torwili of Bshrein. 
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APPENDIX I. 


MYTHOLOGY, INDUS KOHISTAN. 


Rivalry between lineages, their claims to status, and their relation to other 
groups is mainly discussed inthhe concext of mythology, 2nd some of this semi- 
history might be offered as an illustration of the mode in which such claims and 
thoughts are framed. The time and circumstances of conversion to Islam figure 
prominently. 


Relating to caste status: 

Duber: The separation of the Mullah-Shádom lineages from the Kamundsu- 
Biju lineages in two castes is justified by the claim that the ег accepted Islam 
later, and are thus to be despised. Only after 2 while did the Mullah khel decide 
to grant them any right to land. 

Kandid: The same barrier between the Mullah-Shadom-Shabaz lineages and the 
lineages of the lower caste іп Kandia is here explained in slightly different terms: 
due to the nature of their apical ancestor, Baba Ji, the Mullah khel claims to be 
of saintly descent, i. е, Mians, and thus belong to a separate caste. However, they 
Pie am injunction by Biba Ji «Бас they should always recognize (Та ая 
dants of Shirrni, his father’s brother, as their equals — consequently the Shadom 
and Shabiz lineages, descended from Shirrni, are included in this highest caste. 

Patan: ‘The corresponding separation in Patan arose at an unspecified time in 
the past. Once the armies { the whole eastern dialect group went to Swat, where 
they looted but had decided in advance not to take any male prisoners. However, 
«can from Bannkort did take з young boy by the name Nil along home. When 
he disclosed the presence of a male prisoner, all the families claimed him — so 
they took council and decided the boy could chose his own master. Seeretly 2 
Че ати of Swarr approached the boy а night, promising to treat him well 
if he chose him as a master. Nil said «how do I recognize you in the council?» 
The man answered: «Ву 2 small yellow spot beside the iris in the white of my 
eye» The next day, Nil recognized him and selected him. Later he married a 
girl of lower caste (from where?), had two sons, and the lineages Nilo khel and 
Pakra khel are descended from them. They were later given some land, bur the 
caste barrier із maintained. 


Relating to ancestors and claims to status. 

Duber-Kandid: (Mullah khel version, told in Pashto). Kandi was the king 
of the area, the ruler of 80 fortified towers, at the time when Baba Ji the son 
of Behtám, was conceived. During pregnancy, his mother felt strange and unusual 
movements in her womb -- the foetus was going through the motions of the 
Moslem prayer. This һе continued after birth, so his mother was afraid of him. 
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Introduction 


Swat Pathans have figured prominently in my writing, and perhaps at 
times overinuch in my thinking in anthropology. Swat was my second 
proper fieldwork, better prepared and more confidently pursued than 
my first one among the Kurds, yet subjectively still novel and momen- 
tous, and therefore more formative than subsequent field experiences 
elsewhere. Perhaps for this reason, Swat Pathans impressed themselves 
very forcefully on my awareness. 1 have been variously criticized for 
casting my analysis of Swat in theoretical moulds adopted from other 
sources, such as Norwegian entrepreneurs (Ahmed, 1976:9 ff., though 
my brief study of Norwegian entrepreneurship was made subsequently 
10 my main publications on Swat), or from Hobbes (Asad, 1972:8 ff., 
though Hobbes had been one of many lacunae in my reading). My 
own judgment would be to the contrary, that perhaps the experience 
of Swat Pathans has at times unduly dominated my general under- 
standing of Man, and thus my theoretically intended formulations. 
Their remarkable vitality and individualism proved both easy to recog: _ 
nize and subjectively compelling. The relatively undisguised harshness 
of their lives and their explicitly strategic reasoning in their dealings 
with and understanding of others, seemed to lay bare basic and ele- 
mentary forces in society. Their yearning for social independence, for 
honour and security through self-sufficiency, were easy to identify 
and admire, and seemed to provide a key to what propelled them and 
guided them in many of their activities even when the collective result 
sometimes spelled dependence and defeat. Their cultural focus on 
‘real’ things — land, gold, and women in their own terms — rather than 
on more obviously symbolically transformed idioms and prizes, seemed 
elemental and fathomable. Yet these were all features that appeared to 
fit uneasily into the prevailing structural-functional paradigm which 
dominated the anthropology of the 1950s. To me all these features 
seemed to provide elements for a more realistic and truer paradigm of 
the (inter-)relation of the individual and society for which I was search- 
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4 Qe... relationships of ethnic groups in Swar, Ы ЕА 
Groups 


The present example is simple, relatively speaking, and is concerned 
with the three major ethnic groups in Swat state, North-West Frontier 
Province, Pakistan.’ These are: (1) Pathans — Pashto-speaking (Iranian 
language family) sedentary agriculturalists; (2) Kohisranis — speakers 
of Dardic languages, practising agriculture and transhumant herding; 
amd (3) Gujars — Gujri-speaking (a lowland Indian dialect} nomadic 
herders. Kohistanis are probably the ancient inhabitants of most of 
Swat; Pathans entered as conquerors in successive waves between A.D. 
1000-1600, and Gujars probably first appeared in the area some 400 
years ago. Pathans of Swat State number about 450,000, Kohistanis 
perhaps 30,000. The number of Gujars in the area is difficult to esti- 
mate. 

The centralized state organization in Swat was first established in 
1917, and the most recent accretion was annexed in 1947, so the 
central organization has no relevance for the distributional problems 
discussed here. 


Area 


Swat state contains sections of two main valleys, those of the Swat 
and the Indus rivers. The Swat river rises in the high mountains to the 
North, among 18,000-foot peaks. As it descends and grows in volume, 
it enters a deep gorge. This upper section of the valley is thus very 
narrow and steep. From approximately 5,000 feet, the Swat valley 
becomes increasingly wider as one proceeds southward, and is flanked 
by ranges descending from 12,000 to 6,000 feet in altitude. The river 
here has a more meandering course, and the valley bottom is a flat, 
extensive alluvial deposit. 

The east border of Swat state follows the Indus river; only its west 
bank and tributaries are included in the area under discussion. The 
Indus enters the area as a very large river; it flows in a spectacular 
gorge, 15,000 feet deep and from 12 to 16 miles wide. Even in the 
north, the valley bottom is less than 3,000 feet above sea level, while 
the surrounding mountains reach 18,000 feet. The tributary valleys are 
consequently short and deeply cut, with an extremely steep profile. 
Further to the south, the surrounding mountain ranges recede from the 
river banks and lose height, the Indus deposits some sediment, and 
the tributary streams form wider valleys. 
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Climatic variations in the area are a function of altitude. Precipita- 
tion is low throughout. The southern low-altitude areas have long, 
hot summers and largely steppe vegetation. The Indus gorge has been 
described as ‘a desert embedded between icy gravels’ (Spate, 1954:381). 
The high mountains are partly covered by permanent ice and snow, and 
at lower levels by natural mountain meadows in the brief summer 
season. Between these extremes is a broad belt (from 6,000 to 11,000 
feet) of forest, mainly of pine and deodar. 


Pathan-Kohistani distribution 


Traditional history, in part relating to place-names of villages and 
uninhabited ruins, indicates that Kohistani inhabitants were driven 
progressively northward by Pathan invaders (ef. Stein, 1929:33, 83). 
This northward spread has now been checked, and the border between 
Kohistani and Pathan territories has been stable for some time. The last 
Pathan expansion northward in the Swat valley took place under the 
leadership of the Saint Akhund Sadiq Baba, eight generations ago. 
To understand the factors responsible for the stability of the present 
ethnic border, it is necessary to examine the specific ecologic require- 
ments of the present Pathan economy and organization. 

Pathans of Swat live in a complex, multi-caste society. Тһе land- 
holding Pakhtun caste is organized in localized, segmentary, unilineal 
descent groups; other castes and occupational groups are tied to them 
as political clients and economic serfs. Subsistence is based on diversi- 
fied and well-developed plough agriculture. The main crops are wheat, 
maize, and rice; much of the ploughed land is watered by artificial 
irrigation. Manuring is practised, and several systems of crop rotation 
and regular fallow-field rhythms are followed, according to the nature 
of the soil and water supply. All rice is irrigated, with nursery beds 
and transplantation. 

Only part of the Pathan population is actively engaged in agriculture. 
Various other occupational groups perform specialized services in 
retum for payment in kind, and thus require that the agriculturalists 
produce a considerable surplus. Further, and perhaps more importantly, 
the political system depends on a strong hierarchical organization of 
landowners and much political activity, centering around the men's 
houses (hujra). This activity diverts much manpower from productive 
pursuits. The large and well-organized Pathan tribes are found in the 
lower parts of the Swat valley and along the more southerly tributaries 
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8 Ecologic relationships of ethnic groups in Swat, North Pakistan 


From the Pathan point of view, it consists of two natural areas, one 
containing the ecologic requisites for Pathan occupation, the other 
uninhabitable.? Thus the Kohistanis were permitted to retain a part 
of their old territory in spite of their military inferiority, while in the 
remainder they were either assimilated as serfs in the conquering Pathan 
society or were expelled, 

From the purely synchronic point of view, the present Pathan- 
Kohistani distribution presents a simple and static picture of two ethnic 
groups representing two discrete culture areas, and with a clear corres- 
Pondence between these culture areas and natural areas: Pathans in 
broad valleys with a hot climate and scrub vegetation as against Kohi- 
stanis in high mountains with a severe climate and coniferous forest 
cover. Through the addition of time depth, the possibility arises of 
breaking down the concept of a ‘natural area’ into specific ecologic 
components in relation to the requirements of specific economies, 

Analysis of the distribution of Gujars in relation to the other ethnic 
groups requires such a procedure, Gujars are found in both Pathan and 
Kohistani areas, following two different economic patterns in both 
areas; transhumant herding, and true nomadism. But while they are 
distributed throughout all of the Pathan territory, they are found only 
in the western half of Kohistan, and neither reside nor visit in the 
taste half. The division into mountain and valley seems irrelevant to 
the Gujars, while the mountain area — inhospitable to Pathans and 
usable to Kohistanis — is divided by a barrier which Gujars do not cross. 
The economy and other features of Gujar life must be described before 
this distribution and its underlying factors can be analysed. 

Gujars constitute a floating population of herders, somewhat ill- 
defined due to a variable degree of assimilation into the host popula- 
tions. In physical type, as well as in dress and language, the majority 
of them are easily distinguishable. Their music, dancing, and manner of 
celebrating rites of passage differ from those of their hosts. Their politi- 
cal status is one of dependence on the host population, 

The Gujar population is subdivided into a number of named petri- 
lineal tribes or clans — units claiming descent from a common known or 
unknown ancestor, but without supporting genealogies. There are 
sometimes myths relating to the clan origin, and these frequently serve 
as etymologies for the clan name. The clans Vary greatly in size and only 
the smallest are localized. The effective descent units are patrilineal 
lineages of limited depth, though there is greater identification between 
unrelated Gujars bearing the same clan name than between strangers 
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of different clans. These clans are irrelevant to marriage regulations. 
There is little intermarriage between Gujars and the host group. 

The economy of the Gujars depends mainly on the herding of sheep, 
goats, cattle, and water buffalo. In addition to animal products, Gujars 
require some grain (maize, wheat, or millet) which they get by their 
own agriculture in marginal, high-altitude fields or by trade in retum 
for clarified butter, meat, or wool. Their essential requirements may 
be satisfied by two rather different patterns of life — transhumance 
and true nomadism. Pathans differentiate persons pursuing these two 
patterns by the terms Gujar and Ajer, respectively, and consider them 
to be ethnic subdivisions. In fact, Gujars may change their pattern of 
life from one to the other. 

Transhumance is practised mainly by Gujars in the Pathan area, 
but also occasionally in Kohistan (see map 1). Symbiotic relationships 
between Gujars and Pathans take various forms, some quite intimate. 
Pathans form a multicaste society, into which Gujars are assimilated as 
a specialized occupational caste of herders. Thus most Pathan villages 
contain a small number of Gujars — these may speak Gujri as their 
home language and retain their separate culture, or may be assimilated 
to the extent of speaking only Pashto. Politically they are integrated 
into the community in a client or serf status. Their role is to care for 
the animals (mainly water buffalo and draft oxen) either as servants 
of a landowner or as independent buffalo owners, They contribute to 
the village economy with milk products (especially clarified butter), 
meat, and manure, which is important and carefully utilized in the 
fields. 

In addition to their agricultural land, most Pathan villages control 
neighboring hills аг mountainsides, which are used by Pathans only 
as a source of firewood. The transhumant Gujars, however, shift their 
flocks to these higher areas for summer pasture, for which they pay 
a fixed rate, in kind, per animal. This rent supplies the landholders with 
clarified butter for their own consumption. Gujars also serve as agri- 
cultural laborers in the seasons of peak activity, most importantly 
during the few hectic days of rice transplantation. They also seed 
fields of their own around their summer camps for harvest the follow- 
ing summer. 

In Kohistan there is less symbiosis between Gujars and their hosts 
but the pattern is similar, except that the few fields are located by the 
winter settlements. 

The transhumant cycle may be very local. Some Gujars merely move 
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@ Ecologie relationships of ethnic groups іп Swat, б. Pakistan 


the expansion of Gujars into the area as resulting from the Pathan ex- 
pulsion of Kohistanis from the valley. The Kohistanis, through their 
own pattem of transhumance, formerly filled the niche and it became 
vacant only when the specialized agricultural Pathans conquered the 
valley bottom and replaced the Kohistanis. 

But the co-existence of Gujars and Kohistanis poses a problem, 
since the two groups appear to utilize the same natural resources and 
therefore to occupy the same ecologic niche. One would expect com- 
petition, leading to the expulsion of one or the other ethnic group from 
the area, However, armed conflict between the two groups is rare, and 
there is no indication that one is increasing at the expense of the other. 
On the other hand, if a stable symbiotic or non-competitive relationship 
may be established between the twa groups, why should Gujars be con- 
centrated in West Kohistan, and not inhabit the essentially similar East 
Kohistan area? The answer must be sought not only in the natural 
environment and in features of the Gujar economy, but also in the 
relevant social environment — in features of Kohistani economy and 
Organization which affect the niche suited to utilization by Gujars. 


East vs, West Kohistan 


As indicated, Kohistanis have a two-fold economy combining agri- 
culture and transhumant herding, and live in moderately large village 
communities, Although most Gujars also practise some agriculture, it 
remains a subsidiary activity. It is almost invariably of a simple type 

` dependent on water from the melting snow in spring and monsoon 

‚ rains in summer, rather than on irrigation, and on shifting fields rather 
than manuring. The Kohistanis have a more equal balance between agri- 
culture and herding. The steep slopes require complex terracing and 
irrigation, which preclude shifting agriculture and encourage more 
intensive techniques, The size of herds is limited by the size of fields, 
which supply most of the winter fodder, since natural fields and moun- 
tain meadows are too distant from the winter dwellings to permit hay- 
ing. Ecologic factors relevant 10 this balance between the two dominant 
economic activities become of prime importance for Kohistani distri- 
bution and settlement density. 

There are significant differences in this respect between East and 
West Kohistan, i.e. between the areas drained by the Indus and the 
Swat rivers respectively. While the Indus and the lowest sections of its 
tributaries flow at по more than 3,000 feet, the Swat river descends 
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from 8,000 to 5,000 feet in the section of its valley occupied by 
Kohistanis, The higher altitude in the west has several effects on the 
economic bases for settlement: (a) Agricultural production is reduced 
by the shorter season and lower temperatures in the higher western 
valley. (b) The altitude difference combined with slightly higher pre- 
cipitation in the west results in a greater accumulation of snow. The 
Indus bank is rarely covered with snow, but in the upper Swat valley 
snow tends to accumulate through the winter and remains in the valley 
bottom until April or May. Thus the sedentary stock-owner in West 
Kohistan must provide stored fodder Гог his animals throughout the 
four months of winter. (c) The shorter season of West Kohistan elimi- 
nates rice (most productive per land unit) as a food crop and reduces 
maize (most advantageous in retum per weight of seed) in favor of the 
hardier millet. 

These features serve to restrict the agricultural production of West 
Kohistan, and therefore the number of animals that can be kept during 
the winter season. No parallel restrictions limit the possibility for 
summer grazing. Both East and West Kohistan are noteworthy for their 
large, lush mountain meadows and other good summer grazing, and are 
thus rich in the natural resources which animal herders are able to 
exploit. However, these mountain pastures аге only seasonal; no 
population can rely on them for year-round sustenance. Consequently, 
patterns of transhumance or nomadism are developed to utilize the 
mountain areas in its productive season, while relying on other areas 
or techniques the rest of the year. True nomads move to a similar 
ecologic niche in another area, People practising transhumance gen- 
erally utilize a different niche by reliance on alternative techniques, 
here agriculture and the utilization of stored animal fodder. There 
appears to be a balance in the productivity of these two niches, as 
exploited by local transhumance in East Kohistan. Thus, in the Indus 
drainage, Kohistanis are able to support a human and animal population 
of sufficient size through the winter by means of agriculture and stored 
food, so as to utilize fully the summer pastures of the surrounding 
mountains. In an ecologic sense, the local population fills both niches. 
There is no such balance in the Swat valley. Restrictions on agricultural 
Production limit the animal and human population, and prevent full 
exploitation of the mountain pastures. This niche is thus left partly 
vacant and available to the nomadic Gujars, who winter in the low 
Plains outside the area. Moreover, scattered communities of trans- 
humant Gujars may be found in the western areas, mainly at the very 
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2 The system of social stratification in 
Swat, North Pakistan 


Introduction 


The present paper describes the system of social stratification in the 
Swat area of North Pakistan. It is a hierarchical system of stable social 
groups, differing greatly in wealth, privilege, power, and the Tespect accor- 
ded to them by others. The local term for such groups is qoum. In any 
such system the organization of one stratum can only meaningfully be 
described with reference to its relations to the other Strata, and in the 
pages which follow the various qour are analysed as parts of a single, 
larger system embracing the whole community, and not as autonomous 
social units. My concem is with social structure, not with ritual or 
religion, and, for my purpose, although the people of Swat, as Sunni 
Muslims, fall far outside the Hindu fold, their system of social stratifica- 
tion may meaningfully be compared to that of Hindu caste systems. 

Caste, as a pattern of social stratification, is characterized by the 
simpliciy of its basic schema, and its comprehensiveness. In contrast, 
class systems (in the sense used by Warner and Lunt, 1942) give simul- 
taneous recognition to a multiplicity of conflicting hierarchical criteria, 
while systems of rank, though single in the scale which each defines, 
are generally restricted in their fields of relevance. 

The simultaneous comprehensiveness and clear definition of units 
which characterizes caste systems results from the summation of many 
Part-statuses into standardized clusters, or social persons, each identi- 
fied with a specific caste position. Thus, in a Hindu caste system, there 
is a diversity of economic statuses and ritual Statuses, but these are 
interconnected so that all Priests are sacred and all Leatherworkers are 
untouchable, 


* Fist published in E.R. Leach (ed.) (1960) Aspects of Caste in South India, 
Ceylon and North-West Pakistan, Cambridge Papers in Social Anthropology, 
No, 2, Cambridge University Press, 
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A sociological analysis of such a system naturally concentrates on 
the principles governing the summation of statuses, and the consequent 
structural features of the clusters of connected statuses or caste posi- 
tions. Every individual has statuses in the occupational framework of 
the community, in the framework of kinship relations, etc. The caste 
system defines clusters of such statuses, and one particular cluster is 
imposed on all individual members of each particular caste. 

The coherence of the system depends upon the compatibility of 
such associated statuses. The members of the society itself justify the 
clusters by asserting an inherent compatibility in a moral or ultimate 
sense. Thus, among Hindus, the concept of pollution serves to define 
which statuses should be combined, and which are incompatible. In 
Swat, other concepts, such as privilege and shame, serve similarly as 
explicit justifications. But sociological principles are also involved in 
the question of compatibility. Each caste position must be such that 
the requirements implied by its component statuses may be simultan- 
eously satisfied; and the alignment of each individual in terms of his 
different statuses should also be consistent and not fraught with inter- 
minable dilemmas. The former aspect of compatibility relates to roles, 
the latter to the degree of congruence between different organizational 
frameworks. In the essay which follows both aspects will be explored. 

The area under discussion constitutes the main section of a large, 
fertile valley, roughly seventy by thirty miles, in tribal territory in the 
northern part of West Pakistan.! A major part of the valley lies within 
the borders of Swat state, a small part in Dir state, and the remaining, 
lower part, in Malakand agency — all recent political subdivisions of 
minor significance to the present problem. The climate is fairly dry, 
but water for irrigation is plentiful. In the valley bottom, the popula- 
tion depends on cereal agriculture, particularly of rice, for its subsis- 
tence. This valley area has a population density of roughly 1,000 per 
square mile, and is extensively irrigated by the Swat river and its main 
tributaries. Settlement is in compact villages numbering from 100 to 
5,000 houses (each occupied by an elementary family). The mountain- 
ous areas bordering on the valley have a much sparser population, scat- 
tered in hamlets of five to twenty houses. In these hill settlements, 
maize is the main cereal, but pastoral pursuits are important as well. 

The total population of the whole Swat region is about half a mil- 
lion, dependent throughout on a complex subsistence economy. Agri- 
cultural techniques are sophisticated, and include crop rotation, the use 
of decomposed natural fertilizer, etc. Craft specialization is also highly 
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cultural tenants trace Dilazak and Swati descent, while a group of 
Swatis whose ancestors were displaced by the Yusufzai invasion form 
the landowners along the east bank of the Indus. The present political 
and economic dominance of the Yusufzai landowners is justified by the 
people themselves by reference to this history of conquest. 

The diversity of castes in Swat has also been augmented by infiltra- 
tion. Since the time of the conversion to Islam, a number of local lineages 
claiming descent from the Prophet Mohammed, or from prominent 
Saints, have swelled the ranks of the Saintly caste. These migrant ‘Saints’ 
came mostly from Turkistan, Rival ‘Saint’ groups from Persia, represent- 
ing the Shiah schism, have been unsuccessful in the exclusively Sunni 
Swat. From lowland India, Gujar pastoralists speaking the Gujri language 
have moved up into the area and appropriated the occupation of herders, 
These same people have also established themselves as a dependent tribe 
of nomads and hill cultivators. Other small tribelets of unknown origin 
are today assimilated to the Gujar caste by virtue of their pastoralist way 
of life. Certain occupational castes are alleged to be recent immigrants 
from the lowlands, a view supported by their physical characteristics. 
Thus the caste of Muleteers which monopolizes trade and transport is 
supposed to be of Bengali origin; these people are said to have arrived in 
Swat about 200 years ago. Similarly the Leatherworkers are thought to be 
recent immigrants from Panjab. Barbers regard themselves as the local 
representatives of a homogeneous barber caste found throughout 
Pakistan and northern India. Finally, with the growing sophistication of 
Pathan chiefs, a need has arisen for the services of sweepers. During the 
past thirty years about a dozen families of sweeper caste have been 
brought into the valley from the Pakistan plains. 

This historical sketch highlights the capacity of the Swat qoum 
system to accommodate diverse ethnic groups within a framework 
of discrete categories, and the intimate connection of this system with 
the traditions of India. But unlike the Hindu caste system, the basic 
organizational framework is defined, not by ritual, but by occupation 
and division of labour. I shall therefore first describe the positions 
of the castes of Swat with regard to occupation and then proceed to 
discuss other types of relationships. 


Occupational framework 


A complete list of all the caste groups to be found in the Swat area 
would have to be based on very extensive census surveys, for many 
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groups are small and found in a few localities only. The following list, 


based on censuses of six villages in different parts of the area, includes 
all groups of any numerical importance. They are: 


Occupational category Pashtu name 

1. Descendant of the Prophet Sayyid F 
Sahibzada 

2. Saints of various degrees, all land- Mian 

owners and mediators in conflict Akhundzada 

Pirzada 

3. Landowners and warriors Pakhtun 

4. Priest Mullah 

5. Shopkeeper Dukandar > 

6. Muleteer Paracha 

7. Farmer, tenant Zamidar | 

8. Goldsmith Zeiger | 

9. Tailor Sarkhamar 

10. Carpenter Tarkarn 

11. Blacksmith Inger 

12. Potter Kulal 

13. Oil-presser Tili 

14. Cotton-carder Landap 

15. Weaver Jola 

16. Leatherworker Mochi 

17. Agricultural labourer Dehqan 

18. Herdsman Gujar 

19. Ferryman Jalawan 

20. Musician and dancer Dam 

21. Washerman Dobi 

22. Barber Nai 

23. Thong- and sieve-maker, dancer Kashkol 


These are the alternative names by which persons will identify them- 
selves when asked what is their qoum (caste), 

Let us first regard this simply as a system of occupational statuses, 
a scheme for the division of labour. These occupational statuses are X 
rigidly segregated and cannot be combined, except in the following 
cases: a priest, as well as being in charge of a mosque, is expected to 
support himself by agriculture (as proprietor of dedicated lands or as 
a tenant) and by trade; carpentry may be combined with blacksmithing, 


“Арзалрш 10 Апзэлр ‘рэЗедиз st uone[ndod ayy ЈО uonoer jueurmuop 
-aid в pue [ernipnouge ase Kapea wag әш Jo sionpoid шеш әш, 


“Ap resaty [euanednao0 әц1 әрв1по 313 pue 1124125 аш 
ЧШәлОЯ sb рәҳіом әйтә мешизцзел\ JO 200 pur ISEI әрен JO UIU OM[ , 


Оо Ul и0:124п220 рчо тәтә) ГСП 


squaaas puawuianoB + spjoyasnoy </ 

n -— шашАлац 

оаа) = 4 шәшгәцбел 

suaqicg z — sueqieg 

suainoqey с E sanoga 

sumus z —- $41425. 

зәшайш2 1 зашәшел 
$заззодер pue siueuaj В 

sanay Е SRANAN 
зәбәахдочц$ | 

sisaug Z зан 

sunuspio5 

ssaumopurT [у sumed 

= | s1uies 

501815 воине jen; тігі sre 


"Aurouo22 Атр1апош-иой v ut paaaryae aq Aew uon 
-EzQti2eds peuonednoso jo әә18әр uSry е Aqataya saap V SP иза әд 
sni Aew 4131545 aisea, wag Gu] ‘aleiedas Apu 1doN pur ‘pauyap 
Анғар әд mmu: 1әдшәш Suriedionied yoea шо; anp sacilos aan 
-2eds21 ayı ‘uonouny əTueyoxə jo шә1$А$ т tons ayew o], "letoue auo 
ЧА $ШОПЕ]Ә1 [21205 1331p ЭАРЦ oym SuosIod Jo sdno18 ЦИМ 59214125 
feooidtaas jo waed xsjduroo e 51 aray] ‘spoof 10 Азию rapta uei 
dape ‘халаат st рәйиецохә 51 Jeya 'SpooS рие 5221155 Jo aBuguoxo 
@aisuaixa dui 10} sprAOld о) тәуір st и pews 51 Азнош JO эшп|ол 
ЗІП 2512228 “5128) 95910 шол) Апзәлр змопо} 52513215 peuorigdno2o јо 


[34 E d 1100] 7086 иі UOUDI tos |21205 Jo шә1545 ayy о 


1011821835 рн ayy `Ашоцозэ AreiauoWw-uoU АПериаѕѕа ue ur штрәщ 
ӘЗиецәхә JO aunoa pews Атал v цим виапзипу 31 под jo uorsiAp 
pue uonezmerads [enpuarput jo дәлйәр ц ғ uo Spuadap 3! ч8поцие 
"etg st jeA^s JO шә154% sananposd әш JO ainyeay Surysinguusip ayy 
`510}зе] say 
101} synsar yona seniumuruo5 [220] јо погизойшоз зр (2) pue ‘и 
BuiAdn3oo э15Е2 әп Jo uoneznedio рит uonpod ayı uo sey uonsod 
feuonedns30 woes цэгц 12а эца (q) “шә15/5 fevonedno20 әш ur 
Sasnieis jo 00112891895 pu stp (v) 01 1ШЕАӘІӘІ st sp moy moys pue 
‘1845 ЈО üjeisÁs sAnanpoid әш aquasap [ER | “saty 7и эло freys | 
“зиәшош э 20} ‘Ing Атззә snp jo реб puooes әці ш pessnosip aq [TU 
101291920 pur ajse3 ussAjoq Áouvdalosip snp JO eauranusiS oup 
Afts 
eint ur Ageoneurerierp итоцу st safe esoyi JO IUO їл 509215 quon 
-tdn220 pue $11815 21562 Jo поптүәпоз ац, ‘o1se9 nap о} ajzudoiddem 
5401291920 ш ра8еЗиә ələm Juə3 124 9[ Aquo “898БГПА mews inoy ЈО 
Sesnsua) ә1ә[йшоз ain uy parasal spjoyssnoy Jo spray 9/p әш jo 
:8128j (кәнкішә 0} Аүәѕо{о 194 spuodsasio9 uonvotiuspr sup ‘эр! әш 
Sinaq se Пэм sy "uonisod jeuonednooo ue чил рәцишәр! si uonisod. 
aseo qova inq Чеопиарг 100 әт $0115 [2001841220 pue snyers 1582) 
‘зпотешоце se рәртеӣэз si ‘uedo Ареццо; qnot *попе@подо 19410 Aue 
‘Jaluadizo в 88 x10 0} palJadx2 eie ПОХ зе ‘18445 UI ‘ләш PISI 
1819 d re jo 829, ing 722101 [enpiamut Jo 1281005 э! are suonednoao 
pue ‘Аишага sai jo әпыпл Aq spenptarpur o1 pequose si smes 
81507) 759159 JO ЗИОПЕШЭНИ әш JO] хломешец [enidaouos speg эф 
SepiAo1d waists [euonednooo әш sum alidsaq *,15212 t2, st $пий$ juvon 
-Е91920 sry ing “saiuadied, st sitis 21550 Siy 1EY} зоваш y COE 
pue 1ә}фиәйтеә tnoq әшп sues әіп pue auo 18 61 әц IPIN UTILU тош seop 
SUL ‚`1гә1ә[пш в se Jurom ше | іп ‘Ja1uadse v ше |, : 485 оу итш 
2 10] 31915309 ojtub st и (оу 'gsmy) smes puonednaso pur (umob) 
SNUEIS aseo UaaAieq Арезо annb wsinsunsi;p "IoAamol ‘шешуд 
`Аишашщшоз 1uatorjjms-;[as Цовә ut paxussoidar 
24 250}21241 15nUi биопейпооо ap [у "[erjuassa Aqenbe ПЕ aie suoned 
-R320 OA- Á1U2/i ƏSA JO Yous їл SISTEt22ds Jo 52014195 10 sionpo1d atn 
puey sapo эу uo "uSnojd umo sty ризш o) 1weua) в Joy awudordde 
-W oumb se papreda! st и tensoun st ÁilzsIoA peuosiad UsAq aye 
-3431S pur -Buotj; e se pue 12310AusQic9] e se '12daaxdoq: e se pue iope Е 
se ‘ugua t se pue Jassaid-fo uP se-Apnosveynuns X10^-01 a[qissod 
CUI SEM Ing “sIaiMoqe] 10 sirena, se 'oini|notide іл 220309 Арш vaw 
:5р1әц pur (8 шә) jo uononiisuoa ai tri 21718122465 10) siseq Е se 


UDISOJOJ VON Чому Ul HOUZ2IUIDAIS 171305 fo 121545 эц f rad 


24 Q The system of social stratification in Swat, M In 


in agricultural activity. Agricultural production is maintained by 
pooling the resources and labour of a number of specialists, including 
as a minimum: landowner, tenant and/or labourer, carpenter, smith, 
muleteer, and rope- and thong-maker. Each of these contributes to the 
total production in the following manner: 

1 By and Jarge only members of the Pakhtun or Saintly castes own 
land and among these most land is concentrated in the hands of a small 
number of prominent chiefs and landlords who do not themselves 
engage in manual labour. Their contribution to the productive team 
is to provide the land. Sometimes they also supply seed and equipment. 

2 The agricultural work itself — ploughing, seeding, irrigating, 
harvesting, etc. - is done by tenants and agricultural labourers. Their 
tools and equipment — yokes, ploughs, harrows, etc. — are wrought by 
the carpenter and the smith, who also perform all repairs on these 
implements, 

3 Transport — of seed, fertilizer and crop — is provided by the 
muleteer. 

4 Ropes, brooms, sieves, pitchforks tied with thongs, bridles for the 
mules, etc, are made and repaired by the rope- and thong-maker. 

In a monetary economy, the co-ordination of such various specialists 
could be achieved through a system of wages or cash payments between 
dyads, such as employer/employee, buyer/seller, etc. But the people of 
Swat, though long familiar with money, have no centralized institutions 
to which they would grant the authority t0 mint coins, and they have 
not developed any convenient alternative exchange media. Grain is 
extensively used in payment for contractual services of long duration, 
but grain is too bulky to be readily transferred, Substantia! quantities 
of money (now predominantly in the form of Pakistan rupees) reach 
Swat from the outside through government subsidies, exports and 
migrant labour, But the volume of this exchange medium is not nearly 
sufficient to serve the internal exchange requirements of a diversified 
population of half a million people. 

The co-ordination of these occupational specialists must thus be 
achieved in an essentially non-monetary economy. This is done through 
the formation of productive teams, in many ways analogous to the 
European medieval manor. Within such teams each specialist contri- 
Ъшеѕ with the skills and equipment or resources appropriate to his 
status, and receives in return a fraction of the resultant product, The 
members of each team are in constant communication with one another, 
and co-ordinate their activities in a manner analogous to what industrial 
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sociologists call ‘continuous flow production’. Thus the tool-makers 
do not produce ploughs, ropes, etc. autonomously, to store in a shop 
and have on hand in case of future need; instead they work in response 
to the specific requirements of the tenants in their team, who in turn 
accommodate their pattern of work in the fields 10 the workshop and 
transport facilities provided in their team. The members of the team 
thus form a single co-ordinated productive unit, with communications 
passing directly from every member to every other member. 

In the definition of its boundaries, and in its system of sharing 
profits, each team is hierarchically and centrally organized. The land- 
owner is the pivot on which the organization is based. The team is 
formed through a series of dyadic contracts between the landlord and 
each separate specialist; there are no contracts between the different 
specialists, although in fact they directly co-ordinate their work. 
Similarly, remuneration for services flows from the landlord and not 
from the persons to whom the actual services were rendered. Thus, 
a blacksmith produces a plough on the request of a labourer, because 
they belong in the same productive team, both having contractual 
relations with the same landowner. The labourer gives the smith no 
remuneration for this service. At the completion of the productive 
cycle, both smith and labourer receive their reward in the form of a 
share in the joint production of the team — a certain number of tons of 
rice and wheat. They receive this from the landowner, who himself 
took no part in the reciprocal system of services, but with whom all the 
contracts were established, 

This pattern of organization, and the flow of remuneration, may be 
expressed diagrammatically as in Figure 2:2. 

The duties implied by each status position in the system are trad- 
tionally defined, the share of each in the total product likewise. The 
carpenter contracts to produce and maintain all implements or parts 
of implements traditionally made by carpenters which are necessary 
to maintain production — that is, all wooden equipment used by ten- 
ants, labourers, smiths, and muleteers at any time working on the 
estate. No record is kept of the actual jobs done by each person — they 
do what needs doing, for a contractual minimum period of one agri- 
cultural season. At the completion of the harvest and threshing, the 
tenant or labourer calls all his team partners to the cleaned and dried 
grain piled beside the threshing-grounds among the fields. In the sim- 
plest case, shares in the crop are then allotted, under the supervision 
of the landowner, to all who are members of the productive team, 
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ғ) The system of social stratification in Swat, e. Pakistan 


similar contracts. Priests serve local sections of communities which 
have the form of territorially delimited wards or parts of wards. In 
return the priest obtains the use of dedicated land and certain kinds of 
yearly tax, in kind. Most Jandowners have a potter, a tailor, a herder, 
and a washerman attached to their households on a yearly contract, 
whereby each is expected to perform all services appropriate to his 
caste in retum for a stipulated weight of grain per year. Apart from 
such dyadic contractual relations the services of such professional 
craftsmen are also available to others on а piecework basis. This is true 
too of the other, rarer, specialists not discussed so far. These sporadic 
and limited ‘piecework’ exchanges require money payment and haggling 
over prices. The only case where goods are paid for in kind as opposed 
to money is in exchanges between agriculturalists and herders, where 
the traditional equation of equal volumes of milk for maize holds 
good. 

There is one further field of non-monetary exchange which should 
be mentioned. This concerns the status position of barbers and the 
exchange of the goods and services required for the rites de passage 
of every individual. Villagers in Swat mark the birth, circumcision (for 
boys), betrothal, marriage and death of individuals by fairly large-scale 
public celebrations. For the puspose of mutual assistance in perform- 
ing these celebrations they form neighbourhood associations, falrole. 
Each such association is administered by a barber: he holds service 
contracts with each individual household in the association, whereby 
he agrees to perform the service appropriate to his caste in retum for 
a stipulated yearly payment and traditional gifts. These services include 
haircutting (of men by the barber, of women by his wife) and shaving, 
but they also include the organization of celebrations, the announce- 
ment of the event to appropriate outsiders, and the mobilization of 
the assistance from fellow association members to which each family is 
entitled. This assistance includes contributions of foodstuffs and 
cooked foods, firewood and crockery, and help in cooking and serving. 
The ‘low’, ‘taboo’ status of the barber stems from this special role. 
Because it involves intimate contact with the domestic life of each 
family, in breach of the usual barriers of prudery and seclusion, the 
barber's status needs to be clearly segregated from that of other persons 
in the community, 
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Corporate organization and spatial distribution of castes 


While caste is closely identified with occupation, the relation between 
caste and political organization is more remote. The political organiza- 
tion of the villages of Swat depends on a system of balanced opposition 
between landowners competing within a feudal framework. Politically, 
the whole region is insecure and anarchic, and individuals seek security 
by attaching themselves to powerful chiefs. Such attachments are 
contractual, and are immediately linked with the individual's house 
tenancy. A landowner automatically gains administrative authority 
over the individuals residing on his property; in return, һе is respons- 
ible for protecting their lives and interests. 

The administration of each community is in the hands of public 
assemblies of landowners. A landowner will act as advocate for all his 
non-landowning tenants. After a legal decision has been reached in this 
forum, it is left to the aggrieved party to compensate himself at the 
expense of his opponents. It is therefore important for every non- 
landowner to have a powerful landowner as political patron. A good 
patron is one whose word carries weight in the assembly, and who will 
thereafter be able to extract restitution on behalf of his political 
clients. vein. 

But the landowner in turn depends for his position on the fact that 
he controls many followers. Every landlord therefore endeavours to 
reinforce his authority by binding his followers with additional eco- 
nomic obligations. By making gifts to the occupants of his ‘men’s 
house’ he seeks to obtain their exclusive allegiance. In awarding house 
tenancy contracts he tries to restrict the allocation to those who are 
willing to make other kinds of dependency contract with him at the 
same time. In the simplest case, the productive teams described above 
emerge as corporate political groups under the leadership of the land- 
lord. In all cases, the economic bonds of dependence between persons 
of differentiated status are utilized to increase the authority of the 
political lord. Through this organization, the community is split up 
into homologous sections under rival leaders on the basis mainly of 
house tenancy contracts. Each such section forms a political group 
which contains within it a number of different mutually dependent 
statuses having the landowner as common political patron of all. 

Such an organization is entirely independent of caste; it further 
prevents the castes themselves from developing corporate administrative 
functions in any system like that of the local ar. 1 regional caste pan- 
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action for purposes of government and the defence of their privileges. 
The land tenure system involves the periodic re-allotment of fields 
to title-holders over a considerable area, and this presupposes a cor- 
porate organization of landowners (Barth, 1957). Although they differ 
in power according to the number of their clients, all landowners are 
equal in rank, and the institution which provides a corporate expression 
of the local dominant caste is simply a plenary assembly of all its mem- 
bers; this assembly simultaneously constitutes the governing body 
of the whole local community. 

The caste unity of the landlord group is not easily maintained. Land 
is held as individual, private property and can be bought and sold. Since 
feudal powers go with land, the structure calls for some legal device 
which will (a) prevent lower-caste individuals acquiring both land and 
feudal powers, and (b) eliminate those members of the dominant caste 
who have lost their land and feudal powers. 

The former requirement is satisfied by restrictions on the individ- 
ual's right to alienate land, and by distinguishing between different 
kinds of title to land. First, close agnates, neighbours and the headman 
of the ward (administrative division of the village) have first option, 
in that order, to buy any land offered for sale. Secondly, the transfer 
of complete title is not permitted across caste boundaries. The vast 
majority of land is owned by Pakhtuns, who trace descent from patri- 
lineal ancestors who are supposed to have acquired holdings by con- 
quest during the sixteenth century. Such land is classified as daftar 
and the title-holder has full rights of sovereignty. Daftar útle gives the 
holder the right to speak in the assembly. Daftar land sold to another 
Pakhtun remains daftar, and the new owner succeeds to the complete 
rights. И however it is alienated to an individual of another caste, 
whether Saint or lower caste, it is classified as sir? land. The buyer of 
such land obtains full rights to the land as private, disposable property; 
but its conversion to siri has divorced it from the administrative frame- 
work of the feudal system and removed the right of its owner to speak 
in the assembly. The exclusive nght of members of the Pakhtun caste 
to serve as patrons is thus maintained in spite of the alienation of full 
economic rights over part of the original Pakhtun land. A tenant 
resident on siri lands cannot be the political client of his landlord; he 
must find some other patron, either through land tenancy contracts 
with а daftar-owning Pakhtun or by establishing other ties of obliga- 
tion and service. 

Conversely, the Pakhtun who loses all his land loses his caste status. 
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Since his claim to Pakhtun status can no longer be validated by the 
possession of daftar, his right to speak in the assembly of landowners 
is lost, and he must become the client of another man. In spite of his 
descent, he is then sloughed off from the higher caste and assimilated 
into the caste of farmer-tenants. 

An essentially similar system is enforced in the villages ruled by 
Saints — the right to speak in the assembly, and thus to serve as politi- 
cal patron to others, depends on the ownership of land plus member- 
ship in the Saint caste. 

It should be noted that, while the caste unity of local landowners 
is essential in both cases, unity of descent is not required. Patrons of 
different grades of Sainthood, with different ancestors, sometimes 
rule together within a single village. while, occasionally, villages domin- 
ated by Pakhtuns contain non-Yusufzai as well as Yusuízai lineage 
segments. 

The development of trade and the increase in money circulation 
have lately introduced special factors which are influencing the pattern 
of caste distribution, and hence the degree to which particular castes 
are ‘corporate’. Most money income in Swat comes from the sources 1 
have mentioned. This money is used to buy a great variety of foreign 
trade goods. These include foodstuffs such as refined sugar and tea, 
and industrial products such as crockery, factory-made rifles, cloth, 
and medicines. 

Under the more anarchic political conditions which formerly pre- 
vailed, trade caravans required military protection. Each chief provided 
the defence equipment for the caravans run by his own dependent 
muleteers. In this way trade remained under the control of the feudal 
leaders. However, with the improved communications and greater 
security which developed about the tum of the century, trade became 
more regular, and trading bazaars grew up in the main communication 
centres. This bazaar trade has remained predominantly in the hands of 
former muleteers, now liberated from their dependence on military 
protectors. Such groups of muleteer traders now tend to congregate 
in the trading centres. 

Within the limits imposed by the shortage of exchange media this 
same type of trade is also used for internal exchanges between the 
different local communities. This makes it possible for fellow specialists 
who are not directly involved in agricultural labour to congregate in a 
village by themselves where they can maintain themselves by exporting 
their specialized products to neighbouring villages and buying the 
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headings: (1) true individual mobility, whereby a man changes his 
caste position during adult life; (2) hypergamy and hypogamy, whereby 
a woman marries into a caste different from her own; and (3) inter- 
generational mobility, whereby а child fails to be ascribed the caste 
position of his parents. 

Whereas cases of (1) seem to be very rare in Swat, (2) and (3) are 
fairly frequent. All three processes deserve explanation and discussion. 


1 Individual caste mobiliry 


There is an oft-cited popular saying in the Peshawar district, to the 
effect that ‘last year І was a Julaha (weaver); this year 1 am а Shekh 
(disciple); next year if prices rise I shall be a Saiyad’ (Ibbetson, 1916: 
222). This points to what is undeniably the easiest route for individual 
caste mobility — that leading to Sainthood. In Peshawar city such 
mobility implies little more than a change in honorific title, but in Swat 
the transition involves change of caste, and is much harder to achieve, 

The theological basis for the occasional recognition of Sainthood 
among non-Saints is a folk elaboration of certain Koranic suggestions 
regarding incamations. Pathans believe that in every generation а 
certain number of very sacred persons (such as a Ghous, a member of 
the committee ruling the Heavens) are borr. among us, to live a pious 
life without disclosing their identity. Recognizing and paying respect 
ta such persons gives religious merit. 

The man who leads a pious life thus receives particular respect; he 
cannot make any explicit claims to Saintly status, but may in time be 
granted such status by others. Usually recognition does not come till 
after his death, and final proof of his sanctity derives from the efficacy 
of his grave, evaluated in a spirit of empiricism. For example, the sanc- 
tity of a minor Saint in one of the areas where | worked was discovered 
accidentally from the power of his grave. A shepherd boy let his goats 
graze between the graves; опе nanny-goat disrespectfully leapt over this 
man's grave so that her teat brushed against it. Her udder immediately 
became inflamed, and the goat died shortly. The villagers realized there 
was power in the grave; when put further to the test it proved a potent 
shrine for prayers for the fertility of stock and women. The deceased 
man was then recognized as a Saint, and his descendants are now 
treated as members of the Saint caste. 

But recognition may also come in the Saint's lifetime, as in the case 
of the Akhund of Swat, the prominent religious leader of the last 
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century, who was originally of Tenant caste. A change of residence and 
a long period of seclusion seem to be invariably required in order to 
effect such a transition from a lower-caste status to the caste status of 
Saint. 

The following is a summary of the career of the Akhund of Swat. 
Bom west of the Swat river, he first supported himself as a herder; һе 
then moved to the bank of the Indus and there retired to the life of 
an ascetic for twelve years, attracting pilgrims and disciples, but taking 
no part in secular life. In the course of this period he was recognized 
as a Saint. On his return to secular life he made extensive use of the 
special peace-making privileges of his acquired caste status so as to 
further his political career. After his period as a recluse he married and 
had sons, and his descendants are now classified as Mians (cf. p. 21). 
Tt should be noted that he did not return to his community of origin 
or re-establish contacts with collateral kin there. 

This pattern of rite de passage can be duplicated in the careers of 
many less important ‘created’ Saints. During their period of ascetic 
seclusion they are referred to as Pir; only when they re-emerge in 
secular life are they reclassified as belonging to the grade of Sainthood, 
a position which affects the status of their descendants within the caste. 

No other institutionalized pattern of caste mobility 
Pakhtun caste status depends on descent and land ownership, both 
of which are unobtainable by outsiders because of the process where- 
by alienated land is reclassified as уйт (see above, p. 32). Mobility 
between different low castes can be achieved by deception only, as 
when a person who has competence in the occupation of a caste other 
than his own travels to a distant place where he then pretends to be 
of that caste, Similarly, loss of caste cannot take place within a man's 
own lifetime. A man who was bom a Pakhtun will remain a Pakhtun, 
even if he later loses his land, since һе can maintain his claim on the 
pretext that alienation of land was enforced, or temporary. But such 
а man has по daftar and thus no Pakhtun status 10 pass on to his 
sons. Downward mobility thus results from a failure of succession, 
not from a change in the individual's own adult caste position. 

The rules relating to individual social mobility thus serve to maintain 
the congruence between the framework of discrete castes on the one 
hand and the web of kinship affiliation on the other, They do this in 
two ways. Firstly, the possibility for individual upward mobility is 
blocked. In the one case where such mobility is possible, the mobile 
individual (would-be Saint) is required to dissociate himself entirely 
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the rights and obligations which define the position of a Pathan in 
his various spheres of activity are the subject of private contractual 
agreements, but all those formal positions to which there is hereditary 
succession are transmitted exclusively in the male line. Membership in 
а descent group (Ael) is transmitted from father to son; there is no 
pattem of matrilateral grafting, and adoption is impossible. Chiefship 
in feudal states passes, in default of direct male descendants, to agnatic 
collaterals of the deceased chief, never to a sister's son or daughter's 
son, and the status of the mother — whether of chiefly birth or low 
birth — is immaterial, Seniority among brothers, sons of a common 
father, is determined by relative age, without reference to the seniority 
of wives, their respective mothers. Virtually all property, movable and 
immovable, is held by men and inherited patrilineally, without regard 
for Islamic laws of inheritance. Women may receive gifts and thus have 
Possessions, or the husband may endow his wife on marriage with a 
special amount of property (тайғ), but except Гог items of personal 
use such property is held by the husband on the wife's behalf and 
inherited by her sons. These personal possessions of a woman are in- 
herited by Islamic law, sons each taking two shares and daughters 
each one share. Where a woman has such property of her own, it is 
transferred to her marital home upon marriage. She retains no rights in 
her natal home and therefore has no stich rights to transmit to her 
children, There are thus no material interests of any kind which bind 
persons to their matrilateral relatives. Pathans usually have affectual ties 
with their mother's brothers and maternal grandparents, but such 
feelings have developed simply as a result of childhood visiting — subject 
to the father’s control. Senior matrilateral relatives are shown the 
respect due to them by virtue of their sex and age, neither more nor 
less. 

In sum, marriage alters the affective significance of kinship for the 
woman herself, but affinal relations do not create ties between house- 
holds, and matrilateral kinship plays no role in the transmission of 
status of property, or in the distribution of authority of seniors over 
Juniors, All status and property is held and transmitted by the male 
line, and all familial authority is exercised by male patrilineal relatives. 

This pattem of descent and authority by itself ensures the necessary 
degree of structural congruence between significant kinship alignments 
and lines of caste cleavage: caste ascription, like all other hereditary 
ascription of status, is on the basis of patrilineal descent; the kinship 
ties of individuals, both with respect to rights and obligations and in 
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terms of authonty relations, are similarly defined on the basis of 
patrilineal descent alone. 

The figures listed in Table 2.1 show a marked tendency towards 
caste endogamy, but this endogamy does not arise from any need for 
a precise congruence between the alignment of individuals by kinship 
and by caste. In the Pathan system, endogamy seems rather to relate 
to the hierarchical aspects of caste and to the denial of identity 
between castes. Pathans explicitly state that sister exchange can only 
take place between equals. [t is appropriate for people who are alike 
and is a good thing as an expression of solidarity. Any kind of kin 
endogamy, or status endogamy, is thus approved as an overt expression 
of friendliness, and as a factor creating friendliness by virtue of the 
intervisiting which is expected to follow. But women may also be 
given unilaterally to unequals. 

As in most of western Asia and India. women are regarded as an 
appropriate form of tribute from the weak man, who seeks protection, 
to the strong. who gives it. The value of such hypergamous marriages 
to the wife-givers springs, not so much from the value of the affinal 
relation thus established, as from the esteem acquired through giving 
highly valued 'tribute'. Hypergamous marriages are thus a recognized 
pattern; in contrast, hypogamy — the giving of a woman downwards, 
to inferiors — is frowned upon and considered a ‘shame’ for the 
woman's family. Claims to relative rank between castes are usually 
made in precisely such terms — Saints mav say they receive wives from 
Pakhtuns, but will not give them daughters in return. 

One final factor helps to obscure the effect of this explicit rule, 
namely the adjustable brideprice. Most of the cases of apparently 
hypogamous marriages which appear in Table 2.1 might, if the matter 
were argued properly during the marriage negotiation, be represented 
as marriages between near equals; any reluctance on the bride's family 
could then be overcome by a higher brideprice offer. Thus, in seventeen 
of the nineteen cases of marriage between a man of Priest caste and a 
woman of Pakhtun or Saint caste, the man belonged to a colony of 
land (siri) owning Priests who are established in the village of Sangota. 
Such men are lower in caste status than their Pakhtun fathers-in-law, 
yet, for the purposes of argument, they can be classified as 'fellow land- 
owners'. Generally speaking, brideprice varies in terms of two criteria 
which are made quite explicit during brideprice negotiations. 

l Where husband and wife are of approximately equal status then 
the higher the status of the husband the higher the brideprice. 
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that this is what makes them distinct from mere kasbar — craft- 
companions. However, only about one-third of the smiths in Swat seem 
to claim the distinction of descent from David, and the tradition is 
without much importance as far as members of other castes are 
concemed. 

The process whereby, as a consequence of change of occupation by 
an ancestor, a whole patrilineage may ‘change its caste’ is relevant for 
the formation of new castes. The framework of occupations itself is 
not entirely stable — for while no traditional occupations are known to 
have disappeared, some new ones are definitely known to have arisen. 
New castes may form around such new occupations through hereditary 
transmission from father to son; alternatively a new caste may be 
formed through the splitting of an old one. Both processes may be seen 
at work today. The introduction of the sewing-machine some seventy 
years ago has led to the emergence of a new, as yet small and not fully 
formed, caste of ‘Tailors’, recruited from a variety of castes in the 
middle range of the hierarchy. Similarly, the invention, outside of Swat, 
of a form of sandal which in the course of the last thirty years has 
become the predominant fashion in men’s shoes, has created the new 
occupation of ‘sandal-maker’. A variety of men have adopted this occu- 
pation, and my Pathan informants expected that a caste of 'Sandal- 
makers’ would emerge in the course of another generation or two. 
On the other hand, over the last sixty years improved communications 
have led to a wide proliferation of shops. Formerly, all such shops 
were owned by Hindus: but recently there has developed a local Pathan 
caste of "Shopkeepers'. Though it has received accretions, particularly 
from the Priest caste, the main body of this new caste derives from the 
traditional Muleteer caste, with which it is still sometimes identified. 
It is a reasonable presumption to expect that within a generation or 
so "Shopkeepers' and 'Muleteers will emerge as completely distinct 
castes. 

To sum up: congruence between the boundaries of caste group- 
ing and the boundaries of kinship obligation is maintained by confin- 
ing cach patrilineal descent group to a particular caste. Where social 
mobility occurs across caste boundaries various kinds of fission of the 
patrilineage may result which serve to restructure the kinship system 
into segregated caste compartments as before. The exclusively patri- 
lineal emphasis among Swat Pathans implies that hereditary succession 
and the jural allocation of authority in terms of kinship is confined 
within particular patrilineages. This suffices to ensure consistency 
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between caste roles and kinship roles. The self-sufficiency of the 
patrilineal principle accounts for the relaxation of the ordinary caste 
rule of endogamy. The existence of affinal links which cross caste boun- 
daries has no consequences as regards jural authority over things or 
persons. 
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FIGURE 2.4 The hierarchy of castes т Swat, and some criteria on 
which it is based 


Hierarchical aspects of caste 


The main clusters of statuses that characterize each caste position in 
Swat should now be clear, as well as the types of relation — economic, 
political, and matrilateral — which exist between castes. But a caste 
system does not only serve to place individuals in discrete categories; 
like any system of social stratification it also provides for a hierarchical 
ordering of these categories into ‘higher’ and ‘lower’. This hierarchical 
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48 The system of soctal stratification in Swat, North Pakistan 


As noted above (p. 29), the political authority of patrons over their 
clients depends to a considerable extent on economic control. The 
criterion of political power thus produces a further distinction: 
between (a) castes whose members are economically free, and (b) 
castes whose members depend on their political patrons for economic 
contracts. The politically more autonomous castes include the Priests, 
who farm or administer dedicated lands, some Farmers, who themselves 
own a bit of land, Goldsmiths, who have their own capital and engage 
on piecework only, and Shopkeepers, who do independent business 
on а cash or barter basis. Economic contract-holders, on the other 
hand, whether tenants, labourers or craftsmen, are subject to economic 
sanctions from their patrons. They are weaker and more dependent, 
and thus rank lower. 


Criterion of wealth 


Ranking on the basis of wealth differences tends throughout to be con- 
gruent with the ranking on the basis of pollution and political power, 
with two exceptions. Dancers may accumulate a fair amount of wealth, 
particularly in the form of pretty clothes, even though they belong in 
the lowest, poliuted, group; on the other hand Saints cannot compete 
with Pakhtuns in wealth even though they claim the highest ‘ritual’ 
status. In both these cases, the criterion of purity/pollution dominates 
over that of wealth, so far as general ranking evaluations are concerned. 

In all other respects the criterion of wealth serves to reinforce the 
ranking based on other criteria. In some cases it serves to intensify the 
differentiation between castes. Thus labourers, herdsmen, and ferrymen 
are all economically depressed castes, and as such they rank lower than 
the other craft and service castes, even though they stand higher than 
all the polluted groups. 

The relative hierarchical positions of the castes of Swat are thus 
consistent with, and seem to derive from, the three widely held value 
criteria of purity/pollution, political power, and wealth. Each of 
these criteria produces one or several dichotomies, placing groups 
of castes in positions of inequality. In combination, these three criteria 
produce all the apparent rank distinctions except one, namely that 
between high- and low-status craftsmen: that is to say between (a) 
carpenter, smith, tailor and potter, who are high, and (b) cotton- 
carder, oil presser, weaver and leatherworker, who are low. This 
distinction is quite clearly recognized by Swat Pathans. Whereas car- 
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pentry, smithing, etc. are regarded as perfectly respectable occupa- 
tions. weaving, oil-pressing, etc. are not respectable, and the castes 
associated with these latter occupations may be referred to by others 
as ‘low’ and ‘unclean’. The nature of the value criterion on which this 
ranking is based is obscure. A similar ranking is found in North India, 
where it is said to be justifed in terms of the Hindu pollution concept 
(Stevenson, 1954: 61, but see comment by Mayer, 1956: 128 п.). 
Such arguments appear to be meaningless in terms of the ideas of Swat 
Pathans, but we may be dealing here with a direct case of cultural 
diffusion from India. The castes of Swat correspond to. and their 
members communicate with, those of the North Indian plain; and 
general ‘snob’ attitudes current in India may have been adopted in Swat 
without reference to the philosophic values underlying them. In all 
other respects, however, the ranking of castes in Swat may be seen to 
reflect basic values which are prevalent in Swat itself. 


Hierarchical compatibility of part-statuses 


I have shown above how the caste system of Swat is characterized by 
the principle of status clustering — groups of compatible part-statuses 
are associated together and thus form a single stereotyped social person 
characteristic for each caste. The members of the caste are then made 
to conform to this stereotype. As pointed out above (p. 17), this matter 
has two aspects: 

1 Compatible statuses must imply roles that may be simultaneously 
satisfied by one individual. 

2 In a structural sense compatible statuses must define positions 
that are congruent with one another. While in most of this essay I have 
emphasized the former aspect, I am here concerned with the latter. 1 
seek to discover possible structural principles that govern the associa- 
tion of statuses in clusters. 

Clearly we are concemed with rank. To be compatible, part-statuses 
must imply similar relative positions in the general scale of super- 
ordination/subordination. Thus a man cannot simultaneously be an 
economic contractholder and a political patron, since in one capacity 
he would rank low while in the other capacity he would rank high and 
be expected to exercise authority over his (economic) superiors, While 
such incongruities are possible in a society where the different offices 
and capacities of a single individual are distinguished, they are dis- 
ruptive to a system where these аге nor clearly distinguished, and where 
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for the expression of а fairly complex set of relative differences and 
equalities. Feasting usually takes the following form: political unity, 
which cuts across caste boundaries, is asserted overall, but with an 
authority differentiation marking the host as leader and the guests 
as allies and dependants. The guests divide into three degrees — high- 
rank, commoner, and low-rank individuals; these group themselves 
in concentric circles, with the persons of high rank in the centre. 
Meals are generally served on trays each with a feeding capacity of four 
to eight. Several individuals of equal status seat themselves around one 
tray. Alternatively the three degrees of rank may be served with food 
in succession. Saints and Priests are sometimes isolated in one comer 
of the men's house and fed separately. Women never participate in such 
feasts; even in the home, the two sexes eat separately, particularly 
among the higher castes, 


Conclusion 


As has now been shown, the system of social stratification in Swat is 
а system of clearly delimited, named positions, into one or another of 
which all members of the community fall. The series of such positions 
is hierarchically ordered, and is differentiated with respect to functions 
and relative access to coveted goods. Each position is characterized by 
a cluster of statuses relevant in different sectors of life and frameworks 
of organization. Thus, for example, a Pakhtun is a wealthy man of the 
Yusufzai descent group, a landowner and a political patron, while a 
Smith is a man of moderate means, a putative descendant of David, 
blacksmith by profession, and a polirical client. 

In other words, despite the highly complex system of differentiated 
statuses and division of labour within the society all members may be 
placed in one or another of a limited set of positions. This is possible 
because the incumbency of one status also necessarily implies incum- 
bency of a series of other statuses forming the cluster characterizing 
that ‘caste position’. By Nadel’s definition, the system is highly in- 
volute, though this term was developed by him mainly to characterize 
homogeneous societies (Nadel, 1957: 67-72). 

The principle of status summation seems to be the structural feature 
which most clearly characterizes caste as а system of social stratifica- 
tion. It is mainly for this reason that I have referred to the system of 
hierarchical positions in Swat as a caste system. 1 am aware that 1 there- 
by give the word a wider application than may suit many students of 
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Indian caste systems. However, if the concept of caste is to be useful 
in sociological analysis, its definition must be based on structural 
criteria, and not on particular features of the Hindu philosophical 
scheme. In this sociologically more fundamental sense, the concept of 
caste may be useful in the analysis of non-Indian societies. 

In much of the Middle East, ‘plural’ societies are found, character- 
ized by clear lines of internal segmentation, often based on ethnic 
criteria; such societies have a structure characterized by the summation 
of statuses in an involute system, in which a high degree of status 
differentiation is associated with a limited set of permitted status 
combinations. Such systems depend for their persistence on very 
clear criteria for status ascription. In societies other than those of ex- 
treme partriliny, this prerequisite implies a pattern of endogamy 
within the stratified groups — a feature often emphasized in the defini- 
tion of caste. An analysis of such societies along the lines suggested 
here might make it possible. to isolate other such prerequisites or 
correlates of caste, 

The necessity for status summation in standardized clusters or posi- 
tions, and the rigid differentiation of such positions in Swat, has been 
shown to be functionally related to the requirements of an elaborate 
system of division of labour in an essentially non-monetary economy 
(cf. p. 23). I would put forward the following general typology under 
which the features discussed here might be subsumed: 

There are (1) truly homogeneous societies, in which internal differ- 
entiation is weak. Almost unlimited social substitution is possible with- 
in sex and/or age categories. Increasing status differentiation impairs this 
substitutability unless (2) clusters of statuses are defined. In that case 
the possibility of substitution remains, but only within a limited set of 
hierarchical categories (‘castes’) which are interdependent and to- 
gether compose the community. Considerable complexity is possible in 
such a system without the development of any bureaucratic form of 
organization. 

Finally there are (3) complex systems in which different statuses 
can be freely combined. Here the different capacities of the different 
statuses are clearly distinguished. This type of system is found associ- 
ated with the use of a monetary medium which facilitates the division 
of labour. 
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